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Welcome  
from your new president 

Joan Stout 
 

First, I’d like to thank everybody for their 
continued support of the Tallahassee Garden 
Club and those that assisted me as First Vice 
President and Membership Director. We 
reached an all-time high of recruiting over 150 
new members to the TGC. By reaching this 
plateau, we won the Membership Award for 
the most new members of all the Garden 
Clubs in Florida. Give yourself a round of 
applause for this accomplishment, because 
this is the first time TGC has won this award 
and it was certainly a group effort. 

 
Now we’re into the new cycle and I’m 

looking forward to serving as your president 
during the next two years. I welcome and 
encourage your comments and suggestions at 
anytime; that’s the way we improve.  

 
Here are some of my goals for the coming 

two years:  
 
1)  Membership recruitment and more 

importantly membership retention. Sometimes 
it is easier to recruit new members than it is to 
keep current members engaged and active in 
our association. I encourage all circles to 
engage your members, so they feel they are 
contributing to the TGC.  
 

2)  After the devastation of Michael, it’s 
obvious that we need to support Penny Pines 
project. If you’re not familiar with this project, 
for every $68.00 the Garden Club collects, one 
acre of pine trees is planted. I would like to 
challenge all the circles in a competition to see 
which circle can replant the most acres. There 
will be a prize and recognition for the winning 
circle. 

 
3)  Tallahassee Garden Club has many 

outreach programs that we support. I hope to 
get more circles engaged with these programs, 
such as Youth Gardening, Cancer Center, 
Nursing and Assisted Living outreach.  When 
we do these projects, we need to recognize our 
contributions and understand how much they 
mean to the community.  For example, this 
spring our members worked at Gilchrest 
Elementary School in the youth gardening 
program. We helped the school meet its goals 
and raised over $20,000 through the Comcast 
Community Care’s program—just by 
contributing volunteer hours and promoting the 
program to our friends. Not bad at all! 

 
In closing, I want to thank you for electing 

me as your president, and I look forward to 
getting to know each of you better and working 
with you during these next two years.  

 
Best regards,  
Joanie Stout 
  

 
 






