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From the President… 
 

April is going to be a whirlwind for TGC Members. Executive Board 
meets on the 3rd, Convention begins on the 7th, Plant Extravaganza is on 
the 13th, Plant Exchange is on the 18th, Easter is on the 21st and the 2nd 
Annual Fashion Show is on the 25th. Circle dues and roster information 
is due on the 30th. 
 

This month, I would like to introduce you to a few of our members that 
have contributed in many, many unselfish ways to TGC. These are true 
volunteers in every sense of the word, never asking for recognition or 
self-aggrandizement. I am so proud to have these individuals as 
members of TGC. 
 

If you haven’t met Lori Bush, you need to because she is phenomenal, 
enthusiastic, dedicated, happy, hardworking, multi-talented, fun loving 
and such a delightful person to know and when she takes on a project, 
she totally puts her heart into it.   When no one would step up to do the 
Spring Flower Show, Lori said, “I have great helpers working with me 
on the Plant Extravaganza, so I have time to do a Tablescape Flower 
Show.” Did I also mention that Lori knows and understands how to chair and work with a committee?  Lori, 
Tallahassee Garden Club members are so happy that you are a member of our organization and we thank you 
for the many contributions you have made during your membership. 
 

Carolyn DiSalvo is another member who has gone above and beyond all expectations in preparing our monthly 
newsletter.  She has given us a week of her life every month for six years with never a complaint, always 
cheerful, and attends most every function. Carolyn is also extremely active in her circle as well as the club. For 
any of you who have done a bit of publishing, you know how much time it takes to put together any newsletter, 
let alone one as impressive as ours.  Carolyn, we will never be able to repay you for all that you have done to 
keep our communications with members fluid. Please know that all TGC members love and appreciate you for 
your years of dedication. Thank you. 
 

All our Circle Chairs have been great, and we appreciate all that they do for TGC and our members. One Circle 
Chair that I would especially like to thank for her support is Ruth Fountain of Jonquil Circle. Ruth has been an 
outstanding circle chair and her circle has grown considerably during her term and they have become so active.  
Many of the new members work but that does not stop them from participating in every TGC function.  Jonquil 
is always the first to step up and ask “how can we help?” Ruth attended all the orientation meetings with the 
treasurer from Jonquil, the day and evening new member orientations with Jonquil’s new members and 
appointed mentors for the new members. As a result, those new members have already become a viable part of 
our membership. Jonquil also jumped at the chance to co-chair the Thrifty Boutique with Buddleia Circle.  All 
the members said it was a fun experience that allowed them to make new friends.  Thank you, Ruth for being 
the inspiration for Jonquil members and other circle chairs.   
 

A new member from last year that I would like to recognize is Robin Walls of Buddleia Circle.  Robin joined us 
after retiring and we are so delighted that she did.  I cannot think of a committee that Robin has not worked on.  
She is always one of the first to sign up and is just go, go, go. Would that we all could have her energy and 
dedication to our organization.  When Robin works on a project her enthusiasm spreads to everyone around her.  
Words cannot say enough about how much Robin has added to the membership of TGC.  Get to know Robin, 
her enthusiasm is contagious.  Thank you, Robin. 
 

There are so many more members that I would love to have the space to recognize.  So many members are 
willing to go above and beyond in their dedication to TGC, and we cannot say often enough how much we 
appreciate each and every one of you.  Volunteering is truly the giving of oneself. 
 

-- Brenda M. Dyer, President 
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Calendar for Upcoming TGC and Other Garden-Related Events 
 

April 

 

May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

04/03 W 10:00 am Executive Board Meeting (hospitality by Daffodil, Oleander & Sabal Palm circles) 

04/05 F Noon 
Goodwood First Friday Lecture, “Our New Community Garden”  
Presented by Afaf Qasem in Jubilee Cottage 

4/06-4/10 Sa-W  FFGC Convention in St. Augustine 

04/13 Sa 9 am – 2 pm Spring Plant Extravaganza 

04/13 Sa 9 am – 1 pm Goodwood Heirloom Plant Sale 

4/13-4/14 Sa-Su 9 am – 5 pm Tallahassee Orchid Society 5th annual Orchid Show & Sale (FREE), 3125 Conner Blvd. 

04/18 Th 
9:30 am     

10:15 am 
 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Orange Blossom, Buttercup, & Shannon Forest  
Horticulture Program, “Irrigation with a Micro-Irrigation System,” presented by Mark 
Tancig, IFAS Extension Service 

04/19 F 10 am – 2 pm Earth Day Celebration at Maclay 

04/25 Th 5:30 – 8 pm Fashion Show and Social @ Womans’ Club 

04/26 F  Arbor Day 

04/28 Su COB Submission deadline for May newsletter 

04/30 Tu COB Deadline for 2019-20 Dues and Circle Rosters 

05/06 M 9:00 am Board of Trustees 

05/16 Th 10:00 am District III Spring Meeting in Madison (registration 8:30 am) 

05/16 Th 9:30 am     
10:15 am 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Buddleia, Jonquil, and Hibiscus  
Horticulture Program, “What is Permaculture?” presented by Era Boyd 

05/20 M 10:00 am President’s Council 

05/22 W 10:00 am 
Executive Board Meeting 
Installation of Officers 
Hospitality (Hibiscus, Ivy-Daisy, Morning Glory-Amaryllis, and Wisteria) 

05/30 Th COB Circle Program Information Due 
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Around the House with the Board of Trustees 
 

The Garden Center has her new spring “hat” on—oh, wait, that’s the completed new roof!  
Yet, if spring has sprung in all its finery, why do we still have the heat on?!  We will 
probably be yearning for this weather in July and August…  

Marilyn Larson, BOT Treasurer, will soon be placing orders for memorial plaques 
honoring deceased members of TGC.  The qualifying amount for inscribing the member’s 
name on a plaque is $100.00.  Checks should be made payable to the Board of Trustees.  
Please contact Marilyn if you have questions or if you wish to place an order. These are 
displayed inside the house on the hallway to the sunroom.   

By the way, that new roof is completely paid for thanks to previous Boards that have been reserving and 
building up funds for several years in order to afford this necessary expenditure.  You know we don’t buy it 
unless the money is already in the bank.  Some of those big numbers in the monthly budget reports that look 
like spendable funds are really reserved funds (much like escrow accounts in real estate) for items such as 
improved technology, a new HVAC system that will be needed in a few years, eventual appliance replacements 
in the kitchen or apartment, and, of course, security deposits already paid that may need to be returned in whole 
or in part to our rental clients. 

Dr. Bernice Proctor Venable, a member of the Board of Overseers for Rutgers University in New Jersey, sent a 
donation in gratitude for cosponsoring the Hidden History project in November.  What a happy surprise! I had 
the pleasure of briefly meeting her when she visited earlier—a delightful and dedicated woman. Her personal 
story is a real testament to the human spirit.   

Additionally, the Board has received a generous donation from Shannon Forest Circle to support one or more of 
the short-term goals for the house. The garbage gazebo is going to get spiffy real soon—thanks!  If your circle 
is interested, the short-term goals in the front of the yearbook on page xix are items the BOT wants to 
accomplish to enhance the building’s usability and “rent-ability”.   We all benefit from the many generous 
members who give their time, talents, and tangible goods—thank you! 

As we gather and implement design ideas and enhancements for our house, please know that we are trying to at 
least echo the design aesthetic of the mid 1800’s both inside and outside—hence no flashing neon signs.  At the 
same time, we do need to be mindful of the needs of potential renters—hence, stainless steel and granite in the 
kitchen!  It is a fine line we walk; and we continue to welcome your suggestions of how best to do that.   

Rentals support the care and keeping of the Garden Center—whether it is used by a member or an independent.  
Following the rules by all users also supports the care and keeping of the house.  The rules are not arbitrary, but 
thoughtfully designed to minimize the impact of usage on 170+ years of history by over 600 members and the 
citizens of the area.  Check out pages 92—95 of the yearbook for details. 

Welcome home and we hope to see you around the house very soon! 

Andrea Willett, Chair, Board of Trustees 

  

This lovely hoop earring was 
found at the Spring Meeting.  If 

it’s yours, hopefully you still have 
the other one!  Contact Erica 
Chatham to claim.  524-0739, 

ericac1075@gmail.com 
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Spring Plant Extravaganza! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It appears that April is turning out to be an extremely busy month with many activities going on all over town.  
This is great for all us who just love getting out and enjoying our beautiful city but unfortunately, it is posing a 
problem for us in getting student volunteers.  As you know, having help carrying things for our customers and 
vendors at the Plant Extravaganza is so important.  The Plant Extravaganza Committee is in need of your help 
in finding youth volunteers.  The student can choose to help for a couple hours or the entire day and earn 
community service hours.  Those working the full day will receive a food voucher for lunch.   Despite 
contacting several schools, we have only a couple students and we are running out of time.  Please contact 
Stephanie Wilfong if you know any adult or student who can volunteer (swilfong@comcast.net). 

As Brenda Dyer has mentioned, we are having tablescapes this year in lieu of a flower show.  I encourage those 
of you interested in participating to let me know no later than April 10th.  If you haven’t done a tablescape 
before, you will be surprised by how much fun it is to do.  We would love to make the Garden Club look 
dazzling with all your Spring table settings and fresh floral arrangements.   
 

Additionally, there will be some “opportunity drawing” items to view in the house.  You do not need to be 
present to win, and the drawing will take place at 1:00 pm.  Tickets will be sold by Joan Stout at the 
membership booth.  As usual, there will be several fun activities to keep the kids and adults entertained (rock 
painting, pine cone birdseed feeders, tissue paper flowers, and face painting).  Like last year, we will have the 
bubble machine for the big and little ones to enjoy. In addition to great food from the Kitchen Witch food truck, 
we will be selling coffee, donuts and popcorn.  We are looking forward to an improved sound system this year, 
courtesy of Joan Stout, and we will be rocking to tunes from the various decades while our TGC members and 
guests shop all the fabulous plants and other garden-related materials being sold by TGC Circles.  We will have 
15-minute gardener presentations again this year as well as informational booths by various community 
organizations.  Come see what fun is going on at The Tallahassee Garden Club on April 13th!  
 

-- Submitted by Lori Bush, Plant Extravaganza Chair (Tallygrammy@embarqmail.com) 
 

 

 

 

Some lovely examples of Tablescapes  

Wisteria Circle will be selling beautiful amaryllis 
bulbs for a STEAL at the Spring Plant Extravaganza.  
 

Come early before they are all gone!  
 

-- Submitted by Dianna Norwood, Wisteria Circle 
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Hope Community Volunteer Group Seeking a New Home 
 

A BAG for HOPE, a local group of volunteers who support the needs of the children at 
the Big Bend Homeless Coalitions’ Hope Community, is seeking a new location.  After 
headquartering their operations in a North Monroe Street space graciously donated rent-
free by Sunbelt Asset Management for the last eight years, they have been asked to find 
a new home prior to April 30 to accommodate the needs of another tenant. 
 

A Bag for Hope (ABFH) volunteers support these homeless children by creating and 
sewing a variety of household and personal products made from donated fabric and supplies. These good are 
sold at local events throughout the year.  All proceeds are dedicated to the Hope Community.   
 

Since its inception nine years ago by co-founders Lynne Corbett and Libby Penrod, the ABFH group has 
donated nearly $90,000 from the sale of their creations to the Hope Community.  Over the years this money has 
been used to provide the children with school uniforms and supplies, birth certificates needed to attend school, 
and the development of a library equipped with laptops for homework and study.  ABFH has coordinated the 
development and maintenance of the recreational areas available to the children of HOPE Community and 
contributed significant funding to those projects.  Most recently a new basketball court was installed. 
 

The donation of a new space is desperately needed for ABFH to continue its operation.  In addition to holding 
weekly event planning meetings at the current 350 square foot cooled and heated space, all fabric and products 
are stored at this location. 
 

If you have a facility, or know someone with a space that could be donated to this worthy endeavor, please 
contact Libby Penrod, libbypenrod@comcast.net, (850) 566-2117, or Lynne Corbett, lcc0809@comcast.net, 
(850) 212-3123. 
 

 
 

A Bag for HOPE Circle Programs 
 
As you read in the article above, the sewing ladies who volunteer with A Bag for 
HOPE continue to create unique and wonderful items to sell. The members of 
TGC have been very supportive over the past years through sales at Garden Club 
events and at circle meetings. If you would like us to deliver our mobile version, 
which includes a sampling of our merchandise, to present and sell at one of your 
meetings, please contact Libby Penrod (Sweetbay Circle) at  
850-566-2117 or libbypenrod@comcast.net 
 

 
 

TMH Cancer Center Healing Garden Workday  
 

The April Healing Garden Workday is scheduled for Thursday, April 4th at 9 am.  
We will be fertilizing the roses and other flowers, as well as weeding and repotting.   
 

Please!  Be sure to wear protective clothing, and bring your gardening gloves, clippers and 
trowels. 
 

The Healing Garden at the TMH Cancer Center is located at 1775 One Healing Place. Call 
Marty Quinn at 850-545-2471 with questions.  
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April Junior Gardening Report 
Debbie Floyd secured an additional generous donation from Esposito’s for the butterfly 
garden at Gilchrist! The plants look really beautiful!  Many, many thanks to the eleven 
wonderful volunteers from several circles who were willing to come out and help.  As it 
worked out, I was sick and had to cancel the work day.  Debbie Floyd picked up the slack 
and got the plants planted.  I was disappointed that the other volunteers didn’t get to see 
what is happening at Gilchrist.  There is always another opportunity! 
 

The School of Math and Science now has a lovely refurbished butterfly garden thanks to Sudi Scott and 
Morning Glory-Amaryllis.   
 
The Stretch Your Mind class at Gilchrist is happily raising tomatoes and peppers, and recently took home Swiss 
chard for salads.  The potatoes at Gilchrist are looking good. 
 
Just so you’ll know, in 2018-2019 the TGC has supported gardens and educational activities at: 
 
 Kate Sullivan: vegetables and butterfly garden 
 Betton School: shade garden 
 School of Arts and Science Centre: vegetables, terrariums, bamboo lattices 
 School of Arts and Science: donated garden benches 
 School of Math and Science: butterfly garden, Arbor Day celebration 
 Maclay School: work day for new garden area 
 Gilchrist: vegetable and herb gardens butterfly garden, Memory Garden, and Stretch Your Mind Classes 
 Hawk’s Rise: Butterfly garden 

Thanks to all the circles who participated in these activities!  Contact me for help with your projects.  I can’t tell 
you how much fun you’ll have with the kids and how important this work is.   
 
Chris Parrish, Junior Gardening Chair  
 
 

                                   Your Newsletter is Changing Hands 
 

                                                           Let’s all extend a warm welcome to Donna Meredith, who will become the 
newsletter editor for the Tallahassee Garden Club in the fall. She is a 
retired English and journalism teacher with degrees from Fairmont State, 
West Virginia University, and Nova Southeastern. Past-president of the 
Tallahassee Writers Association, Donna also served as TWA’s newsletter 
editor, Seven Hills Review editor, and website coordinator. She is the 
author of five award-winning books: The Glass Madonna, The Color of 
Lies, Wet Work, Fraccidental Death and Magic in the Mountains. Her 
articles have appeared in various newspapers and magazines, including an 
environmental column and travel articles for the Tallahassee Democrat. 
The associate editor of Southern Literary Review, she has presented 
numerous workshops on writing and literature for writers associations, 
libraries, and civic groups. She and her husband travel across the U.S. in 
their RV. In April she presented a program on their RV adventures in   
Florida State Parks at the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs convention  

                                                           in St. Augustine. 
 

Magnolia Circle’s Donna Meredith 
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Important Note:  
 

If you haven't submitted your circle's model information, please contact Fran Rehberg.at frehberg@vmail.com or 
phone 850-544-1653.   
 

It will be wonderful if one person from each circle is represented.  (We have a limited number of time slots  
for fittings) 
 

Reservations should be made through Circle Treasurers, sending just one check with names of attendees to Susan 
Weaver. 
 

Deadline for Reservations is April 19th.Thank you so much for all your participation.  SEE YOU THERE!    
-- Erica Chatham, Chair and Joan Stout, Co-Chair 
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Advice for Floundering Circles 
 
I received an email from the Chairman of one of our oldest established 
Circles, Meryl Warren of Holly Circle. They have a dwindling problem and 
would like some suggestions, advice and ideas on new member aspirations. 
They also have thought, maybe another small Circle that might like to 
merge with them.  If you are a small circle and want new ideas, please join 
us on Wed. April 3rd, after our Executive Board Meeting, and we’ll work 
on helping your group. Hopefully we can come up with fresh ways to help 
each Circle become successful.  
 

-- Joan Stout, President-Elect 

Best wishes to Helen Purvis and your amazing team! 
 

From your past quality of service, I know that you all will make District III super proud by hosting this year’s  
FFGC Convention. I am confident that it will be the best FFGC Convention ever! 

 

Have fun and enjoy your time in St. Augustine, 
 

Carolyn DiSalvo, Newsletter Editor 
 

Arthur Ashe said, “Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.” 
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March Images  
(photos courtesy of Penny Gilmer) 

 
 
    
    

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Frog fruit ground cover 
Kelly Thomas, 

speaker on ground 
cover 

Nahla Bitar showing 
her spring flowers 

Some of the guests at the Spring General Membership Meeting and Luncheon 

Nasturtium circle 

Jeanell Carlisle Moore getting 
a Lifetime membership 

Brenda Dyer, TGC President Erica Chatham presenting a gift 
to speaker Gary Knox 

Joan Stout, TGC 
President-Elect 

Horticulture Program 

Spring General Membership Meeting and Luncheon 
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Congratulations!  Our own Gail Hill (Coreopsis) wrote the lead article in the 
Spring 2019 issue of Home and Yard ~ Planting for Pollinators!  Pick up a 
copy today. What a great way to get our message regarding Pollination across 
to the community. Thank you, Gail, for your continued interest in Birds, Bees 
and Butterflies and their contributions to the environment. 
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Directions to Madison Garden Club, located in the Madison Woman’s Club Building 
Address:  345 S.E. Lake Shore Drive, Madison, Fl.  32340 

 
From I-10 

      Take SR-14 E exit, EXIT 251, toward MADISON 
      Turn LEFT onto FL-14 from Tallahassee, turn RIGHT onto FL-14 from Live Oak        

      Continue to follow FL-14 N, 3.7 miles  
      Turn RIGHT onto FL-14/SW MILLINOR ST., .2 mile 
      Turn LEFT onto S DUVAL AVE/FL-53, .1 mile 
      Turn RIGHT onto SE FRANCIS ST., .1 mile 
      Turn LEFT onto SE CHEROKEE AVE, .0 mile 
      Turn RIGHT onto SE LAKESHORE DR., .2 mile 
      END at 345 SE Lakeshore Dr. 

 
From Perry 

     Take 221 out of Perry to SW State Road 14 
     Turn right onto SW Millinor Street  
     Turn left onto S Duval Avenue   
     Turn right onto SE Rutledge Street  
     Take a slight left turn onto Lake Shore Drive 

     The destination is on your left 
 
Follow above directions from Tallahassee 

 
 

Don’t forget to pay your 2019-20 Dues of $40 by the end of April! 
 


