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From the President… 
 

“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.”  
(C. S. Lewis) 
 

Let’s continue to set those goals and let every day be a fresh start. Life 
would be so boring if all went according to plan and we accomplished all 
we planned. 

Thanks to the circles and members that participated in turning the 
Rutgers House into an exquisitely lovely and festive home for the holiday 
season.  Thanks to Marie Womble and members of Orange Blossom 
Circle and all other members who prepared refreshments for the 
Christmas Tea.  Gail Hill and the District III Judges Council provided a 
delightful “Let It Snow” Petite Flower Show. All entries were spot on 
and fun to look at. The decorations are now down, and the house looks a 
bit bare, but it was so gorgeous during the Christmas Holiday Season. 
Thanks to all of you who helped to make it a special December for TGC. 

Now off to a fresh start with lots of activities for the New Year.  Executive Board is on Wednesday the 9th at 
10:00 a.m. Jonquil and Magnolia Circles will be providing our refreshments. Sue Griner will get us started 
with our annual Caladium Bulb Sale. 

Remember the Caladium Bulb Sale is a fundraiser for general operating funds so we can keep our dues low. 

Magnolia, Sabal Palm and Holly Circles will be hosting the Plant Exchange on January 17th. The Horticulture 
speaker will be Mark Tancig, IFAS Agent, presenting a program on Pre-Emergent Herbicides for Spring 
Weeds.  We can’t thank Kathy Carmichael, Barbara MacDonald and Judy Stricklin enough for the fantastic 
Horticulture Programs and Plant Exchanges they provide every month. This is true dedication. 

Buddleia is firing up to present another fabulous Thrifty Boutique Sale on February 2. Buddleia is very pleased 
that Jonquil members will be sharing the responsibility this year.  Sip and Shop will be on Friday, February 1 
from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. with wine and hors d’oeurves provided by Susan Weaver and Joy Hevey.  
Admission will be $5.  No sales made prior to the Sip and Shop. 

Beginning on February 6, we will begin making corsages and boutonnieres for My Night to Shine. This year 
we will make 375 of each.  That is 150 more than last year. Check the calendar on Page 3 for times. 

Let us “learn from yesterday, live for today, and hope for tomorrow” (Albert Einstein) as we begin this new 
year. 

Wishing all of you a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year. 

-- Brenda M. Dyer, TGC President 
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TMH Cancer Center Healing Garden Workday 

 
On January 10, 2019 a workday will be held at the TMH Healing Garden starting at 9 am. The Healing Garden 
at the TMH Cancer Center is located at 1775 One Healing Place. 
 

If you have never been there, the garden features ambling paths, outdoor seating 
and soothing water to provide a peaceful healing retreat for patients, families and 
guests. There are spaces within the garden that can accommodate different 
activities and levels of privacy for groups and solitary contemplation.   
 

To help at the workday, contact Marty Quinn at 877-2427 or martyquinn30@gmail.com 

 

Please join us 

Valentine Luncheon 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

Noon 

Hosted by Magnolia Garden Circle  

at 

Tallahassee Garden Center 

507 North Calhoun Street 
 

$15 
 

*Reservations by Friday, February 8 to Patty Brown  

@ (850) 385-3647 or palembro@gmail.com 
 

*Call or Email ahead to reserve your place; send check afterward, 
payable to Magnolia Circle. 
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Calendar for Upcoming TGC and Other Garden-Related Events 
   

  January 

     

 February 

   

 
 
Sabal Palm Garden Circle has received a $100.00 gift from Beverly Perkins Jones in memory 
of Pat Jacobus, who died April 14, 2018.   Mrs. Jones requested that the money be donated to 
the TGC roofing fund. 
  

She remembers that Pat loved gardening and had served as president of the Clearwater 
Garden Club, before moving to Tallahassee. 
 

Sabal Palm Circle members miss her, and recall Pat’s unique “young at heart” spirit, which 
preceded, and defined her. – Submitted by Linda Phillips 
 

01/07 M   9:00 am 
10:30 am 

Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

01/09 W 10:00 am 
Executive Board Meeting (hospitality provided by Jonquil and Magnolia circles)  
Caladium Bulb Sale Begins 

01/10 Th   9:00 am Healing Garden Workday at the TMH Cancer Center 

01/17 Th 
  9:30 am     
10:15 am 
 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Magnolia, Sabal Palm, Holly  
Horticulture Program, “Pre-emergent Herbicides for Spring Weeds,”  
Presented by Mark Tancig, IFAS Extension Service, Master Gardener 
 01/18 F  Florida Arbor Day 

01/19 Sa  Free Arbor Day Trees at Hudson Park in Crawfordville, details on p. 8 

02/01 F   5 - 8 pm Thrifty Boutique Sip & Shop 

02/02 Sa 9 am - 1 pm Thrifty Boutique Sale 

02/04 M   9:00 am 
10:30 am 

Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

02/06 W 
10:00 am  
12 - 4 pm 

Executive Board Meeting (hospitality by Babies Breath, Jasmine & Sweet Bay circles) 
Making corsages for “My Night to Shine” 

02/07 Th 10 am & 6 pm Making corsages for “My Night to Shine” 

02/08 F  My Night to Shine 

2/8-2/10 F-Su  Wekiva Volunteer Training 

02/10 Su 11:30 am-1 pm Wekiva Open House 

02/13 W Noon Valentine Luncheon hosted by Magnolia Circle 

02/21 Th 
  9:30 am     
10:15 am 
 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Violet, Jasmine, Babies Breath  
Horticulture Program, “Growing Plants from Seed & Cuttings,”  
presented by Kathy Carmichael and Judy Stricklin 
 02/22 F  Last Day to order Caladium Bulbs 

02/27 W   Tree Count Due to Sudi Scott 

      Pat Jacobus 
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Around the House with the Board of Trustees 
 

“2019? Already? Are you sure?  Didn’t we just celebrate the turn of the century and worry 
that all our computers would malfunction because of Y2K issues?”  My grandmother used to 
say that days are long and years are short. I used to think that was a weird saying, but I “get 
it” now.  So before the year changes again:   Happy New Year and Have a Glorious 2019!  
 

I am happy to report that Beth McGrotha has again contracted with us and will be our Venue 
Director for 2019!  She has done an excellent job for us in the past and I think the coming 
year will be even more delightful. 

 

We continue to work toward maintenance and improvements to protect the systems and the structure of this 
grand house.  We had some unexpected repairs this month, but everything seems to be working well now.  If 
you have tried to secure a contractor for any kind of projects at your home, you know they are busier than a 
long-tailed cat in a room full of rocking chairs.  Nevertheless, we hope to be seeing a new roof on our house 
in the near future—please be patient if it happens while you are meeting here!  In the meantime, if you notice 
something that needs to be addressed, please tell one of the trustees.  If it cannot be resolved easily, it can at 
least go on the list for a future resolution.  
 

Our beautiful clubhouse decked out for the holidays was a sight to see—we hope you were able to be here to 
enjoy it!  Several couples in the area took advantage of the décor, too; December is a prime time for parties 
and weddings here (particularly weekends).  In fact, we had a wedding the day after Christmas and one New 
Year’s Eve, with several party rentals added to the mix.  We love sharing our building.  It means other 
peoples’ money supports our activities and that is a welcome gift any time of year! 
 

You know that our dues only cover a portion of the costs to keep the doors open on our clubhouse.  While we 
actively seek more rentals to help defray the costs, here is some information about other strategies that could 
also be used to support the activities and the home of Tallahassee Garden Club from our own Marilyn 
Larson, BOT Treasurer. 

 

Webster defines “donation” as an “act of giving; a gift” and “donate,” to “bestow, present, give”.  The 
Tallahassee Garden Club has a 94-year history of giving to the community and through its members, 
individuals and circles of donating time, talent and money to the Club, all for the purpose to make “A 
more beautiful Tallahassee.”  Members contribute annually by participating in fundraising projects, and 
sharing time and talent for the betterment of the organization.  
 

Tallahassee Garden Club, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 and as such, like many other non-profit organizations, relies 
on donations to continue fulfilling its mission.  All donations are appreciated, and if you haven’t 
considered other options of giving, here are a few that might be meaningful for your circumstance as a 
philanthropic act. 
 

Consider: 
Appreciated stock.  Donations of appreciated stock can eliminate the capital gains tax the 
stockowner would have paid when sold, but as a donation is deductible at full market value. 

IRA.  At age 70 ½ minimum distributions must be made from individual IRA’s.  Money can be 
transferred directly from an IRA to TGC and doesn’t generate taxable income or a tax deduction if 
made as a donation. 

Insurance policy.  Proceeds from insurance policies, either all or a portion of the payable amount 
can be designated to TGC. 

Obviously, when considering your donation, it is always best to consult your tax or financial advisor to 
determine your best options.  Something to think about! 

 

We are looking forward to a happy and healthy new year for all.  Welcome home and we hope to see you 
around the house soon!   

-- Andrea Willett, Chair, Board of Trustees 
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It’s Time for Caladium Bulbs  
 

It may be cold in January, but it’s time to think Spring! Get ready for TGC’s Annual 
Caladium Bulb Sale to benefit all things TGC. 
 

Circle chairs will pick up packets containing brochures and order forms at the Executive 
Board meeting on January 9, 2019 and will have them available for you at your January 
and February Circle meetings. This year’s best and brightest include spectacular varieties 
like Galaxy (think solar system), the wax leaf luster of Royal Flush and all-time favorites 
such as Carolyn Whorton and White Christmas. 
 

The sale runs until February 22, 2019. Bulbs will be available for pickup on March 13 and March 14, 2019. 
 

The brochure and order forms are also available on the website www.tallahasseegardenclub.com. The order 
form is also included below. 
 

Be sure to tell your neighbors and friends. Post it on Facebook. Put a blast in your Neighborhood newsletter.  

With your help, we can cover Tallahassee with caladiums! 

Questions? Contact Sue Griner (Mimosa), Caladium Bulb Chair, by email at sgriner@centurylink.net or by 
phone, (cell) 850-345-1868 or (home) 850-385-8945. 
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Penny Pines Report 
 

Penny Pines is the National Garden Club (NGC) Program that works in partnership with the US Forest Service 
to replant areas damaged by forest fires, disease, and natural disasters.   
 

Since launching the partnership in 2004, NGC and its various affiliates across the country have collected well 
over $100,000 at the local and state level for the program. 
 

These donations are used by the USDA Forest service or State Forester to replant burnt or otherwise damaged 
trees in conjunction with federal funds.  Seedlings for replacement and/or trees native to that area are not 
necessarily of the pine variety.  These funds have benefitted 80 national forests in 42 states. 
 

We only have a few months remaining for each of our Circles to collect funds.  Please pass around your 
collection jar at your January and February meetings.  We are hoping every circle will collect at least $68.  
Florida forests were devastated this year by Hurricane Michael so please try to help us reach our goal. 
 

-- Submitted by Brenda Abstein, Penny Pines Committee Chairman 
 

Please use the form below the submit your circle’s total Penny Pines collection: 
 
 

Penny Pines Donation Form 
   

Complete this form and mail it: 
Brenda Abstein 

304 Mill Branch Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32312-1506 

 
 

DATE: _______________________      

NAME OF CIRCLE ____________________________________________________________ 

TO BENEFIT THE FLORIDA NATIONAL FOREST 

Total Dollar Amount ____________________________________________________________ 

 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: TALLAHASSEE GARDEN CLUB 

DUE DATE: MARCH 6, 2019 

 

 SENT BY: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 PHONE:    ____________________________________________________________________ 

 E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Let’s “PLANT AMERICA” (NGC Theme for 2017-19) 
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                                      THRIFTY BOUTIQUE SALE COMING UP! 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019 
 

9AM TO 2PM 
 
Tired of that traditional look?  Cleaning up the clutter and closets as you put up 
the holiday brights?  Want to get rid of the chairs you inherited years ago?  
Love to have some chairs to paint in bright colors?  Out grown your favorite 
designer jeans?  Think Thrifty Boutique! 

 
WE NEED YOUR NICE DECORATIVE ITEMS, COOKIE JARS, PITCHERS, 
COLLECTABLES, ART,WORKING LATE MODEL SMALL APPLIANCES, CLEAN 
SUITCASES,  FIGURINES, LIVING PLANTS, PURSES, ACCESSORIES, 
SCARFS, GLOVES, HATS, LINENS, SHEETS, TABLECLOTHS, CLEAN, NEW & 
SLIGHTLY WORN DESIGNER CLOTHES, CLEAN RUGS, RUNNING & 
FUNCTIONAL VEHICLES, CRAFTING ITEMS, YARN, THREAD, CRAFT PAINT, 
FLORAL DESIGN SUPPLIES, VASES, BUILDING SUPPLIES, TOOLS, 
BICYCLES WITHOUT FLAT TIRES, NICE FURNITURE THAT COULD BE 
PAINTED, TABLES, CHAIRS, LAMPS, SHELVES, DESKS, FOOTSTOOLS, LAWN 
FURNITURE, UNPOLISHED SILVER, GOLD, PEWTER & BRASS ITEMS, 
APPLIANCES, YARD TOOLS, GOOD CONDITION MEDICAL CANES, WALKERS, 
WHEELCHAIRS, ETC. AND ALL OTHER GOOD CONDITION & CLEAN ITEMS.  
 
WE WILL NOT ACCEPT: 
 

BROKEN, DUSTY & DIRTY ITEMS, NO PLAIN SETS OF EVERYDAY GLASSWARE, NO 
LARGE SETS OF FANCY DISHES, PLASTIC SPORTS & RESTAURANT CUPS, SINGLE 
MUGS, OUT-OF-DATE HANDCRAFTED ITEMS, UNDERWARE, USED MAKE-UP, 
HAIRBRUSHES, BROKEN FOLD-UP BABY STROLLERS, TOYS (UNLESS VERY 
COLLECTIBLE), OLD ELECTRONICS, STUFFED ANIMALS, PLASTIC YOGURT CUPS, 
CHRISTMAS DECOR, DIRTY DOG/CAT ITEMS, BROKEN UMBRELLAS, SMELLY ITEMS, 
OLD COMPUTERS & PRINTERS, CHILD CAR SEATS OLDER THAN 2 YEARS, BROKEN 
GRILLS, TOTE BAGS FROM STORES, BAGS WITHOUT WORKING ZIPPERS, BAGS FROM 
YOUR GYM, DOCTOR, COLONOSCOPIES & OTHER BUSINESSES, FOOD, BOOKS, 
MAGAZINES, TRASH, BABY BEDS, STUFF THAT SHOULD BE THROWN AWAY, CURLERS 
& REAL JUNK. 
 

If you haven’t used it in 5 years, chances are you never will.  Make 
your unused and unwanted (BUT NICE) items, someone else’s 
Treasures!   

 

Please help the Tallahassee Garden Club!  It is easy & you will have a clean, 
organized house!  Thank-you!!! 
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Free Arbor Day Trees 
 

The invitation below is from Jeannie Brodhead, Wakulla County Garden Club Corresponding Secretary 
 

The WCGC, in partnership with the Florida Wildlife Federation and the National Wildlife Federation, will be 
giving a free native tree to everyone who attends our celebration at Hudson Park on Saturday, January 19th.  
Hudson Park is located at 21 Ochlockonee St. in Crawfordville. 
 

Come to the Wakulla Library at 12 noon on Wednesday, January 9 to “Meet the Arbor Day Trees.”  This 
meeting will be a great time for you to learn about this year’s trees and shrubs so you can make an educated 
choice about what will be the best one(s) for your yard. One of each of the 15 species that will be available at 
the Arbor Day celebration will be on hand for you to see and ask questions about. A handout listing the trees 
and giving information about their sun and site needs will be given to all who attend, and master 
gardeners will demonstrate how to plant and take care of them. 
 

Florida’s Arbor Day is celebrated in mid-January since it is best to plant or transplant trees and 
shrubs while they are dormant. 
 

Everyone is always welcome at WCGC meetings. Come and learn along with us on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month, September through April at 12 noon at the library.  – Submitted by Helen Purvis  
  

 
Membership Drive 

 

Just a short reminder to work really hard on your new members.  We’re still in the running for 
winning the State Membership Award! We can do this…So let’s all get to work and reach our 
goal of 92 exciting new members before April 1st. Remember each one, bring one.  
– Submitted by Joan Stout, TGC First Vice President 

 
 

Opportunity Drawing – Five Fabulous Prizes 
 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs 
93rd Annual Convention 
April 9, 2019 Drawing 

 

Make a donation (suggested $2.00 per ticket) for a chance to win one of the five fabulous prizes.  The 
winning ticket could have your name on it, but you have to enter a ticket to win. 
 

While the April 9 drawing is still months in the future, Circles and members are asked to please turn in your 
tickets with corresponding donations that you have collected to date. If remitting by check, check should be 
made payable to FFGC 2019 Convention.   
 

All tickets (with name, address and contact information) and corresponding donations should be turned 
in to Marilyn Larson, Opportunity Drawing Chairman.  Keep the portion of the ticket that says “Keep 
this Stub” and turn in the larger portion of ticket with your contact information.   
 

If you need more tickets, contact Marilyn Larson (850) 570-3223 or email mslarson850@comcast.net. 
 

Opportunity ticket donations support the goals and objectives of the FFGC.  Get your tickets and help us with 
this support.  -- Submitted by Marilyn Larson 

 

The flyer on the next page shows the wonderful prizes that you could win! 
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Photos from the 2018 Christmas Tea & Petite Flower Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Penny Gilmer holding holiday 
arrangement for sale 

Linda Culbreth and Brenda Abstein 

Kathy Carmichael, Gary Knox and 
Barbara Laskowski 

Connie Hill and Judy Renwick from 
Nasturtium Circle 

Gary Knox, Kelly Thomas, and Mark Tancig 

Ruth Cates, Melanie Boone and Joan 
Stout by punch bowl 

Nell Carlile (R) with her niece 
Missy McDaniel   

Janice Lyon, Jane Meadows, and Nell Carlile These two flower show categories were for non-judges 
 


