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 Just a sample of the fabulous decorations you will see at the annual Christmas Tea and open house 
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From the President… 
 

The November General Membership meeting was fantastic. Buddleia, Iris, 
Nasturtium and Shannon Forest did a wonderful job on decorations, 
refreshments, door prizes, greetings, etc.  Erica and friends, Chris, Helen, 
Joanie and Lori of Magnolia Circle gave us a wonderful presentation on 
decorating with pumpkins. It was a superb presentation. 
 

Special thanks to Brenda Abstein and members of Orange Blossom Circle for 
a great pecan sale.  Only candy variety of pecans are left and will be available 
at Tea.  
 

Plant Exchange was great in November and Nasturtium, Gardenia and 
Wisteria provided wonderful plants and refreshments. Dr. Gary Knox 
provided an educational program on Outstanding Plants in the Big Bend. 
Thanks to all of you who participated. 
 

Wow!  Decorations in the Rutgers House are spectacular! Circle members decorating talents get better and better 
every year.   
 

On Thursday there must have been 50 elves indoors and outdoors bustling around to putting us in the Christmas 
Spirit.  Circles represented were Buddleia, Buttercup, Coreopsis, Daffodil, Gardenia, Hibiscus, Iris, Jasmine, 
Magnolia, Mimosa, Orange Blossom, Shannon Forest, Sweet Bay, Nasturtium, and Annette Krause of Ivy-Daisy 
brought us her beautiful hand tied bows. Patricia Romig and Trishia Finkey put together a fantastic display of 
Christmas trees decorated with paper ornaments on the stage made by Helen Purvis grandchildren.  Thank you, 
Lana, for securing the dozen garlands and keeping them conditioned through the Thanksgiving holidays.  
 

Many of our new members were present. I kept hearing comments like these:  Garden club is so much fun, everyone 
is so nice and helpful, it’s so much fun to work as a group and meet other members.  
 

If you don’t get involved with our members on these special projects, you just don’t know how much fun you are 
missing. 
 

Thank you so much to all Circles and members who participated in decorating our “home” for Christmas. It is 
elegant. 
 

Our Christmas Tea and Petite Flower Show will be on Thursday, December 13th, from 3:30 until 6:30 p.m.   
 

This year we are sending special invitations to the many people and businesses in the community, the employees 
from the Leon County Extension Center, and the Quincy based UF Research Center that have supported us during 
the past year(s).  These people have so graciously given of their time to speak to our club and individual circles or 
donated door prizes, etc.  
 

We have asked all circles to give us names and email or address of these individuals who have spoken or will speak 
to your circle this year or done a favor for your circle.  These are the persons that we want to be sure to include. 
 

Many circles have turned in these names, if yours has not turned in your names, please send them to me 
immediately. 
 

Our heartfelt thanks go to Gail Hill for Chairing the Petite Flower Show for District III Judges Council and to Marie 
Womble and Orange Blossom Circle for Chairing the Christmas Tea. 
 

Please encourage your members to come to the Tea so you can personally thank these giving individuals. 
 

Your President’s Council and Board of Trustees wish you and yours a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy and Prosperous New Year. 
 

-- Brenda Dyer, your TGC President 
 

“Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingredients of a truly merry Christmas.” ―Peg Bracken 
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We need your help to Find the Missing Pecans! 
 

When pecan orders were being picked up, someone inadvertently picked up a box of 
Jonquil's pecans.  There were 28 assorted bags in the box. 
  
The order to Jonquil members has been replaced; however, the case is still missing.  A 
loss of about $308. + shipping to TGC.  Please, please check the trunks of your cars, 

your garages and anywhere else you might have left them unawares.  If you locate them, contact Brenda 
Abstein (893-1026 / 545-4277) or leave them at the garden center. 

 
 

Around the House with the Board of Trustees 
 

 It is not true that we gobbled ‘til we wobbled on Thanksgiving.  If it were true, we 
would not have all this food left in the refrigerator! Moreover, we would not be 
searching the internet for “1001 New Ways to Use Turkey-day Leftovers.”  
 

If you were over 170 years old, you would probably have a few extra aches and 
pains every now and then—the Garden Center is no exception.  This month the 
heating portion of the HVAC system decided to act up—well, actually decided to  
not act at all!  Repairs have been made and both the heat and air conditioning are 
working again.  Note to self:  time to start looking at and planning for costs of 
replacement units. 
 

We have a roofing contractor on board and will be reroofing the house soon—well, 
we are in line to get the roof done soon.  (I hate hurricanes) We have approval from 
the historical board and a permit from the city.  We have had sufficient funds set 
aside in anticipation of this expense.  The other good news is that it looks like it might come in a little under our 
budget projections.   
 

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas” at the Garden Center!  Thank you to all the members who 
volunteered time and talents to make it gorgeous!  Our rental numbers are usually up in December (especially 
the weekends) to take advantage of the ready-made décor they find in and around the house; so your efforts do 
not go unnoticed!  If you have not seen the house decorated yet, come to the Christmas Tea and Petite Flower 
show December 13 and take a look. 
 

December is such a busy time—there are multiple opportunities for celebrating something this month!  Please 
take a quiet moment or two for yourself to enjoy the blessings of the season as they come to you and to yours.  
Happy Holidays!  
 

Welcome home and we hope to see you around the house very soon!   
--Andrea Willett, Chair, Board of Trustees 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The members of the Tallahassee Garden Club extend our condolences  
 

To Betty Eppes, Former President and member of Hibiscus Circle in the loss of her husband, Nick, 
and 

To Babies Breath Circle and the family of Bunny Van Brunt in her passing. 
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Calendar for Upcoming TGC and Other Garden-Related Events 
February 2: Save The Date (and your good used stuff) for TGC’s Thrifty Boutique Garage Sale!  

 

  December 

 
 

 January 

 
 
 
 

 

Junior Gardening News 

 

The fall gardens of lettuces and greens have been planted at Gilchrist Elementary, at two 
locations and at Kate Sullivan at two locations. 
 

At School of Arts and Sciences Centre, we provided herbs for their herb garden and are investigating ways to 
use lattices or lashed bamboo to enhance the appearance of the gardens. 
 

Kathy Law’s Hawk’s Rise location will soon become the carrot capital as she has figured out how to get a good 
crop in the bed she works with. 
 

Susan Barnes and the Shannon Forest group have put in a butterfly garden at Hawk’s Rise. They are looking 
into signage giving credit to the TGC at that location. 
 

Penny Gilmer and Cathi Wilkinson of Nasturtium worked at the PACE Center for Girls.  Details below…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12/03 M   9:00 am 
10:30 am 

Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

   Note:  There will be NO Executive Board Meeting, Plant Exchange, or Horticulture Program this month 

12/12 W   1:00 pm Petite Flower Show set up and judging 

12/13 Th 3- 6:30 pm Christmas Tea / Petite Flower Show (see invitation on p. 1) 

12/28 F --------- ***Deadline to submit articles for the January 2019 newsletter*** 

1/07 M   9:00 am 
10:30 am 

Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

1/09 W 10:00 am Executive Board Meeting (hospitality provided by Jonquil and Magnolia circles) 
Caladium Bulb Sale Begins 

1/17 Th  9:30 am     
10:15 am 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Magnolia, Sabal Palm, Holly  
Horticulture Program: “Pre-emergent Herbicides for Spring Weeds”  
(Mark Tancig, IFAS Horticulture Agent) 

Nasturtium circle members Cathi Wilkinson (left) and Penny 
Gilmer (right) recently volunteered at the PACE Center for 
girls, a public school located at 311 East Jennings Street in 
Tallahassee, as part of their circle’s youth project.  Cathi and 
Penny replanted new plants in the center’s two outdoor plant 
containers and repotted one indoor plant inherited from the 
TGC plant exchange. 
 

The girls now have an interest in gardening, particularly with 
planting vegetables in raised beds. The Leon County 
Extension Center is doing the teaching at PACE. 
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Let’s Win the State Membership Award this Year! 
 

Hello Awesome Ladies, 
 

First, I want to THANK YOU for being a member of the Tallahassee Garden Club.  Thanks to your hard work 
we added 110 new members last year!  While that is something we can all be proud of, we need to keep the 
momentum moving forward and not drop the ball.  Our goal this year is 92 new members.  To reach this goal, 
there are several things we need from each of you.  First and foremost, continue your membership and support 
your Circle, second reach out to your friends, neighbors and associates and recruit one new member that you 
feel would be a good addition to the TGC.  If every member could bring in one new member, wouldn’t that be 
Great?  Again this year, a gift will be given to the Member who brings in the most new members and also to the 
Circle that brings in the most new members.  
 

All of that said.... 
 

Did you know that the TGC is in the running for a “State Membership Award”?  We 
have a great chance to win, but we need your help. Please ask your good friends and neighbors if they might 
want to become members, and bring them to the Christmas Tea! This is a great time and place to show off our 
beautiful house and beautiful members, our spectacular decorations, and of course our great food.  
 

My wish is to see your hard work and efforts recognized at our State Conference in April 2019. We had a 
wonderful number of “newbys” last year, so I know we can do it again with your help.  Remember our goal is 
92 this year. We really need to get to work to get this accomplished. 
 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year! – Submitted by Joan Stout, TGC 1st Vice President 
 
 
 
                                 February 2 – Save the Date 

 
  

TALLAHASSEE GARDEN CLUB’S 
THRIFTY BOUTIQUE GARAGE SALE 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019 
507 N.CALHOUN STREET 

9AM TO 2PM 
 

Please save your gently used, but no longer needed, items for donation. 
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Fall General Membership Meeting 
 

Thank you so much to the following circles: Nasturtium, Buddleia, Iris and Shannon Forest. I couldn't have 
done it without you ALL!  You outdid yourselves. TGC was decked out for fall and the food was fabulous.  
What a great turnout. Also to my Magnolia girlfriends, what a wonderful job and what fun we had.  From 
pumpkin designs to fabulous fall table decor. Many thanks to Chris Parish, Joan Stout, Lori Bush and Helen 
Purvis. – Submitted by Erica Chatham, TGC 3rd Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

The “Fall Pumpkin Revue” program at the Fall General Membership meeting 

Brenda Abstein sold 
pecans 

Gorgeous dining room table arrangement 
Libby Penrod selling items from Bags 

for Hope 
Jane Meadows checks out the 

Christmas items for sale 

Nell Carlile, beloved member 
and former TGC President 

Sweet Bay sold their 
garden gloves 

Sweet Bay Circle’s Tara 
Boytner 
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The Petite Flower Show 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow” is the theme of the Petite Flower Show being held in conjunction with the 
Christmas Tea on December 13, 2018.  We have reserved two design classes (four designs in each class) for TGC 
members who are NOT flower show judges, so if you enjoy putting some posies together for fun, give Marion Dunn 
a call at 894-4611 and she will be happy to talk to you and reserve you a spot.  One of the classes, “Silver Bells,” 
calls for an 8-inch traditional design utilizing some metallic silver material, and the other class, “O Christmas Tree,” 
is an 8-inch decorated “tree” design. There are all sorts of things you have around the house that can serve as 
containers, including spray-painted tuna cans, for example. Of course, everyone is also invited to bring horticulture 
specimens they have grown for at least the past six months for the Horticulture Division.  The floral design and 
horticulture entries will be accepted between 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 12, 2018, at the Garden 
Center.  So, give it a whirl! Unleash your inner creative spirit!   

-- Submitted by Gail Hill, Petite Flower Show Chair 
 

City Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Report 
 

Kristy Carter, a certified therapeutic recreation specialist, presented a program for the November 13th meeting of the 
City Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  The first area she covered was aquatics for special needs citizens.  Pools 
in the city have mechanical lifts available, as well as, swimming lessons for Tallahassee residents with special needs.  
 

Walking in city parks was her second area to describe.  Lake Ella’s easy terrain which lends itself to walking with a 
walker, a wheelchair, or a stroller was featured.  She also stated that interactive maps of city parks are available 
when requested. 
 

Gymnastics is another area with attention given to special needs.  There are special needs classes with online 
registration, and inclusion is also provided when requested by a family.  Not to be left out, tennis also provides 
opportunities for wheelchair matches, and other court options. 
 

The Tallahassee Parks and Recreation Department runs popular summer camps at several parks.  Inclusion, for those 
children with special needs, is made available.  The Easter Egg Hunt for special needs children provides special eggs 
to help locate them.  They are beeping eggs, with magnet sticks also provided to help those with visual problems.  I 
can’t close without mention of the Senior Games each year, and the popularity of pickle ball around the city. 
 

To learn more, e-mail Kristy Carter at Kristy.Carter @talgov.com.  She may also be reached at 850-891-4008. 
 

Ashley Edwards, director of Tallahassee Parks and Recreation, announced the approval of the budget for the coming 
year.  Site work has started on the designated Southeast Park.  Work should continue and move ahead on schedule in 
early 2019. Negotiations are continuing on the site plan for the new Northwest Park.  Stay tuned, and I will keep all 
of our members informed throughout the new year.   

-- Submitted by Beth Trotman 

This photo shows the horticulture entries from the Petite 
Flower Show at last year’s Christmas Tea 
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Gardenia circle's fall door arrangements that were made at their November meeting. 
-- Submitted by Jeanell Moore, Gardenia Circle Chair 

Below are some photos from Sweet Bay circle's November meeting, a “make and take” workshop to make holiday 
arrangements. -- Submitted by Jane Meadows, Sweet Bay Circle Chair 
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November Events and Activities 
 

Hidden History of Tallahassee Event 
 

The story of three generations of Proctor men, Antonio, George and John, is fascinating indeed.  Here’s the link to 
read the story, titled“The Puzzling Story Of George Proctor, A Free Black Man During The Time Of Slavery” that 
was published in Tallahassee Magazine back in 2014: 
 

https://www.tallahasseemagazine.com/the-puzzling-story-of-george-proctor-a-free-black-man-during-the-time-of-
slavery/.   
 

For those of you who may not know, George Proctor is credited with building our wonderful, historic Rutgers 
House. The Rutgers House Venue Manager, Beth McGrotha has researched the subject and become very 
knowledgeable.  She has also been gracious to share her knowledge with presentations to various TGC circles.   
 

On November 3, the Tallahassee Garden Club was honored to participate in a “Hidden History of Tallahassee” 
Event.  At left below, a historical marker was dedicated to the Proctor men. At right, Rutgers House Venue Manager 
Beth McGrotha welcomes the Proctor family descendants to the Rutgers House to enjoy interesting exhibits, 
presentations, and great food provided by Tallahassee Garden Club members.  Later a Trolley tour, directed by Dave 
Lang of the Tallahassee Historical Society (and husband of member Mary Alma Lang) toured local historical 
landmarks that were significant to the Proctors. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      d 

Magnolia Circle members Helen Purvis, 
Chris Parrish, Erica Chatham and Joan 

Stout prepare to hang wreaths on the two 
Blue Star Markers for Veteran’s Day.  

Helen, Chris,Erica and Joan. 

Joan Stout with an exhibit about the 
Tallahassee Garden Club, part of FFGC 

District III, at the North Florida Fair. Magnolia members Sharon, Lori, Liza, 
Marty, Joanie, Erica, Patty, Cynthia, and 

Ann decorating for the Christmas Tea 

Buddleia members making bows 
 for the Christmas Tea Iris circle’s Susan Mosier 

decorating the banister  
Buttercup’s Stacy Williams 

decorates the windows 


