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From the President… 
 

We are so blessed and thankful that most of our members had minimal damage 
from Michael compared to our neighbors to the west.  Many opportunities to 
contribute to their aid and recovery have been and continue to be available. We 
know and appreciate many who have donated time, material goods and money 
to the aid and recovery of the victims. 
 

TGC would like to offer help locally with some of the non-profit organizations 
that may need some type of restoration or replacement of plants and/or trees to 
their yards. Throughout the years TGC has contributed by putting in the original 
landscaping of many, many of the Leon County Schools, the airport, Los 
Robles, the Fairgrounds, Hope, etcetera. While times are very different and 
governmental policies may prevent TGC members from actively working in 
some areas, there may be ways that we can help. You are out and about and 
involved with many groups in the community. If there is an area where you feel 
we might be able to help, please let us know. Make us aware by sending a 
written request stating how you believe TGC can assist. The President’s Council 
will consider these requests along with our budget constraints and make 
recommendations at Executive Board for members to vote on. 
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Below is a recitation from Inis Bultman in Panama City (District II) on the conditions to their area and garden club 
building.  Many of you know Inis, as she and some of her garden club members come over to lend their support for  
the Valentine Luncheon and other special TGC events. 
  

Thank you for thinking of us in District two. We appreciate your concern. We are safe here, but phones are down 
so can’t check on all members. Have been able to contact some of our judges. All are okay.  
 

Panama City was hit hard, and its topography is changed forever. Some areas are unrecognizable. Many live oak 
trees & others, as large as 3 ft in diameter are felled like toothpicks for miles. The median in front of my house 
and all over the county is piled up with brush vegetation & cut up tree trunks, old wet carpets, plywood. But the 
farther east you go toward Mexico Beach and Port St Joe the worse it gets. Older structures are completely gone. 
Mexico Beach was the hardest hit of all with so many homes completely gone. Panama City Beach, just to the 
west of us had much less damage than P C.  
 

Happily, our historical garden club building still stands! We have all come to love that old building that was once 
long ago a little one room school house and later was used as a church. The back of the building and the carport 
had some wind & water damage that can be repaired. No flooding anywhere that I’m aware of. Also, the gazebo 
on the grounds out in front, that often times was used for weddings, has just disappeared. The azalea hedges 
between the front of the building and Garden Club Drive are all laying on their side due to 150 mph north winds. 
(This area is where our Azalea Trail Ceremony took place each April) The uprooted azaleas will all need to be 
cleared off and replanted. This might be a good place to consider using some of the FFGC donated funds.  
 

It has been reported that all services at P.C. Beach are restored including internet, cable & phones. Not so in 
Panama City. We are still under a boil water notice. Phones are out & no internet/cable. We have power & NOT 
potable water.  And oh, by the way, we do have mail service. Delivering those bills to our mailbox everyday...LOL 
 

God speed, Inis   
 
Circle Chairs will be signing up for the Rutgers House room their circles would like to decorate for the holidays. 
Decorating will begin on Thursday, November 29 at 10:00 a.m.   Interior decorations, apart from the tree, should be 
fresh greenery with accents of silver and gold. The background of fresh greenery and neutrals of silver and gold should 
simplify the use of accent colors that renters and brides may choose. 
 

All members will be super excited to see the Pumpkin Demonstration that Erica Chatham has planned for the 
November 7 General Membership Meeting.  There is no charge for the meeting, and all members are encouraged to 
come.  A short meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m., followed by the program and Door Prizes. Refreshments will be 
available all morning. Everyone come enjoy a Fun Fall Meeting and be on your way by noon.  Special thanks to 
Buddleia, Iris, Nasturtium and Shannon Forest for hosting this meeting. 
 

The Plant Exchange and Horticulture Program were fantastic in October, with a great variety of plants, delicious 
refreshments, fabulous speaker and a demonstration by Barbara Laskowski.  Thanks Coreopsis, Morning Glory – 
Amaryllis and Sweet Bay for hosting a wonderful morning. Special thanks to Kathy Carmichael, Barbara MacDonald 
and Judy Stricklin for the wonderful job they do every month. 
 

Plant Exchange host circles for November 15th are Nasturtium, Gardenia, and Wisteria, and they will have a superb 
morning for us.  The speaker will be Gary Knox, NFREC and his topic will be Outstanding Plants in the Gardens of the 
Big Bend.  See you there. 
 

There will be no Executive Board meeting in December.  
 

If we do not see you before, the President’s Council, Board of Trustees and Executive Board would like to wish all 
members and their families a Happy Thanksgiving.  Your officers appreciate each of you and all that you do for TGC. 
 

-- Brenda Dyer, your TGC President 

      
           Pecan Order Update 

 

We still don’t have a firm date for when the pecan orders will be shipped and available 
for pickup.  You will receive an announcement via email as soon as we have the 
information. Stay tuned… 
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Around the House with the Board of Trustees 
 

Thirty miles doesn’t sound so far away, does it?  Yet thirty miles separates 
Tallahassee from the total devastation unleashed by Hurricane Michael.  Acres of 
pine trees snapped in half; power poles snapped or laid down; trees splitting houses 
in two or more pieces; houses shifted from their foundations; vehicles and garages 
buried under rubble and tree limbs; and the list goes on.  Amidst the chaos and 
disorder, people have ventured out to help from near and far.  It is an awesome sight 
to see the visiting relief workers.  It is going to take a long, long time for life to 
return to a semblance of normal for many of our neighbors.  If you are able, please 
consider donating to local, recognized relief organizations that have an accurate 
handle on the actual needs.  There but for thirty miles… 
 

Our 170-year-old-home faired quite well overall during the storm.  This was not the first hurricane it has 
weathered, but I believe it was the strongest.  You may see a few shingle pieces blowing around, but the roof 
did mostly hold up.  However, we are living on borrowed time, so we are in the process of setting the actual 
dates for reroofing.  As you can imagine, that is a little tricky right now.  If you get a call asking your circle if 
they would be bothered by roofers working during your meeting, I sincerely hope you understand why.  We are 
reluctant to cancel paying rentals for obvious reasons. 
 

From several generous circle donations that were previously noted, we have enough set aside to update much of 
the audio equipment.  We are hoping to have the new equipment available very soon. (Can you hear me now?) 
 

Our club holds several lovely events for which formal serving pieces could be appropriate.  Thanks to the 
generosity of Dwight and Lana Arnold, we now have multiple pieces of Arnold family silver to serve that 
function.  They will certainly add to the shine of events like the Christmas Tea! 
 

Trustees have been working hard to clean up, clean out, and make things more visible and accessible.  We are 
finding some lovely donated wall art that will probably be displayed over the next year.  We are trying to 
thoughtfully rotate and refresh some of our display décor—it is not gone, just put away to be displayed again at 
another time.   
 

Remember that Saturday, November 3 is the Tallahassee Hidden History event.  We are co-sponsoring and 
hosting the reception and exhibits at the Garden Center from 1-4 p.m. that day.  See more details at 
www.tallyhiddenhistory.org   
 

Welcome home and we hope to see you around the house very soon! 
--Andrea Willett, Chair, Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 Sweet Bay Circle will be selling GREAT Garden Gloves at the Fall General Meeting. 

 A Bag For HOPE will have items for sale, including pecan gift bags for $3.00 each, at 
the Fall General Meeting.  

 Jane Driggers will have a Seasonal Decor "Pop-up Shop" at the Fall General Meeting 
with Fall and Christmas items featured.  20% of the proceeds will benefit TGC. 
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Calendar for Upcoming TGC and Other Garden-Related Events 
 

  November     

    
 December 

 
 
 
 
 

TO:                 ALL FFGC MEMBERS 

FROM:           Jackie Host, FFGC Water and Wetlands Chairman  

RE:                 ENVIRONMENTAL ALERT – Amendment 9 

On November 6th, we have the chance to protect our state waters from drilling and fracking. 

Please vote 'YES' on Amendment 9 on Florida's November 2018 ballot. Amendment 9 would prohibit drilling, either 
for exploration or extraction, of oil or natural gas in state waters (3 miles from the shore in the Atlantic and 9 miles 
in the Gulf).  This prohibition would include the ocean from shoreline to the outermost boundaries of the state’s 
territorial seas. 

A ban on drilling in state waters would help protect Florida's tourism-based economy, our beaches and wildlife, and 
our way of life. They always say it's safe but we have seen the catastrophic results of oil spills in the ocean before. 
Why would we want to support something that has the potential to destroy our pristine beaches and coastal waters 
just to line the pockets of some oil barons? 

Who wants to pay for a condo with a view of an ocean with a bunch of oil derricks outlined by a gorgious sunset; or 
go fishing in oil slimed waters? Answer: NOBODY. We already have enough to worry about with red tide and 
garbage polluting our waters because of concessions to industry over the best interest of Floridians. Are we going to 
add insult to injury by letting them drill off our coasts? 

Many are confused about the bundling of issues in Florida's amendment proposals. Due to Florida's unique process 
of getting this initiative on the ballot through the Constitution Revision Commission, officials bundled the offshore 
drilling proposal with a ban on the use of vaping devices, such as electronic cigarettes, in indoor workplaces. Please, 
even if you vape, vote YES on Amendment 9. Don't let them get away with this bundling trick? 

Amendment 9 is about clean water and clean air for all.  However, the amendment needs at least 60% voter approval 
to pass. We need all of our FFGC members to vote YES on Amendment 9 and we need you to also urge your family 
and friends to vote Yes on Amendment 9. 

This is your opportunity to help protect our beautiful beaches and coastlines. Please vote Yes on Amendment 9. 

Inger Jones, Environmental Alert Chairman 

11/03 Sa 1-4 pm Tallahassee Hidden History event 
11/04 Su 6-9 pm Moon Over Maclay Jazz Concert (rescheduled) 
11/05 M   9:00 am 

10:30 am 
Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

11/07 W 10:00 am Fall General Membership Meeting, 
hospitality provided by Buddleia, Iris, Nasturtium, and Shannon Forest Circles 

11/15 Th  9:30 am     
10:15 am 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Nasturtium, Gardenia, Wisteria  
Horticulture Program: “Outstanding Plants in the Gardens of the Big Bend”  
(Gary Knox, North Florida Research and Education Center) 

11/29 Th 10:00 am Circles decorate the Rutgers House for the holidays 

12/03 M   9:00 am 
10:30 am 

Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

12/12 W   1:00 pm Petite Flower Show set up and judging 

12/13 Th 3- 6:30 pm Christmas Tea / Petite Flower Show 
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Pink Lemonade Day Report 
 

Hey TGC Members, 
 

I’m so happy to inform you that the TGC Executive Board collected $195.00 for The Joanna Frances Living 
Well Breast Cancer fund. The Pink Lemonade Committee worked especially hard and collected a total of 
$369.93, making our grand total $564.93. 
 

We also want to thank the hard-working Ladies who helped work out front on our “Pink Lemonade Stand.”  
They collected $369.93 and gave it their all, in the hot and sweaty weather, running up and down the streets. 
You were awesome. Again, I can’t thank you enough! Gold 🌟stars go to: 
 
  

Linda Phillips 🌟 
Joann Snyder 🌟 

Robin Walls            🌟   
Nancy VanWilder   🌟 

Barber Becker  🌟  
Brenda Dyer     🌟

 
  
-- Submitted by Joan Stout, your TGC 1st Vice President 
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TALLAHASSEE GARDEN CLUB’S 
THRIFTY BOUTIQUE GARAGE SALE 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019 
507 N.CALHOUN STREET 

9AM TO 2PM 
 

Please save your gently used, but no longer needed, items for donation. 
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October Junior Gardening News 
We harvested sweet potatoes at Gilchrist October 19.  I wish you could’ve been there for the fun.  We got 
potatoes of all sizes and shapes, and the kids had a great time.  Special thanks to Liza Sullivan and Helen Purvis 
for being part of the team.  Next up is fall clean up and planting the fall garden. 

At Kate Sullivan, Mr. Rwito is applying for another grant.  This time he is trying to get sprinklers for the 
gardens in the upper school and lower school locations.  The butterfly garden is doing well. 

Betton Preparatory School’s butterfly and sensory gardens are doing well, and the decorations we added to perk 
the place up survived the storm. 

Heather Light at the School of Arts and Sciences Centre is still looking at benches she can use at her location.  
More on that later. 

Ms. Mendenhall’s students at Gilchrist have lined the Memory Garden with painted rocks and created planters 
from the paint cans and blue daze plants we donated.  

We were able to rescue 6 benches from Gilchrist School and place them at the School of Arts and Sciences on 
Thomasville Rd. Talk about heavy! 

Special thanks to Helen Purvis and her crew. 

Special Requests: 
1. Please remember to bring milkweed, parsley, dill and fennel plants to Plant Exchange so I can take them to 

schools to feed the very hungry caterpillars. 
2. Ms. Mendenhall (Gilchrist) would appreciate donations of outdoor latex paint (leftovers will do) in any 

color to use to paint the benches in the Memory Garden.  She can also use brushes…even used ones for this 
purpose. You could bring these to Plant Exchange also.  

3. Ms. Light at SASC is still looking for someone to talk to her students about identifying native plants and 
trees and how to identify native plants that are harmful and how to spot them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decorations at 
Betton 

Preparatory 
School 
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Event Photos  
 

Scarecrows in the Garden 
(The scarecrow display runs through November 4) 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                                       September Horticulture Program on Trees 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October Plant Exchange and Horticulture Program on Preserving and Arranging Plants 
  

Introducing 
Edgar Allen 

Crow, Wisteria 
Circle’s entry in 

this year’s 
Scarecrow 
Contest at 

Maclay Gardens.  
Also pictured is 
Edgar’s creative 

team, Leisa 
Pichard, Dianna 

Norwood and 
Julanne Rutten. 

Magnolia Circle’s belle  
of the ball, “Cinderella”  

Joan Stout entertains at 
the October TGC 
Executive meeting 

Jonathan Burns, 
speaker from 

Tallahassee Nurseries 

Happy Door Prize winners 

Barbara Laskowski  
and Kathy Carmichael 
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Scenes from Jonquil Circle’s October Meeting and Penny Gilmer’s Orchid Presentation 

 
 
 

 
  

Sweet Bay’s Pat Paynor Patty Draper at TGC plant exchange  Pumpkin filled with succulents  
and other plant material 

Beautiful wreath with burlap and 
red and gold ribbons 

Enjoying the Plant Exchange 
Janis Piotrowski with Farnaz 

Khoshbakht 

Thank you, Penny Gilmer, for 
providing many of the photos 
used in the newsletter! 
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To All Members of the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.  
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Don’t Leave Home Without It (Bug Protection!) 
 

A friend of mine just died a week ago from West Nile virus from bug bites suffered while working unprotected in 
her yard.  Her West Nile virus turned into encephalitis and she died within about 6 days of being 
hospitalized because the hospital did not know what she had and was still trying to figure it out.  
 

In the last days of her life, they finally did a blood test, the results of which just arrived 2 days ago, a week after 
she had died.  
 

Her son informed me that it was West Nile virus that morphed into encephalitis.  She lived in Ox Bottom Manor 
on Mallard Trace off Spanish Moss.  

 

Her son has begged us to let everyone who works in yards or gardens, especially in her area of 
town, to know about and to be really careful about bugs while outside.  
 

-- Submitted by Liz Gablehouse, Chairman of Jasmine Circle 

 
 

It’s “Adopt-a-Tree” Time Again -- Tallahassee Democrat 11/02/18 
 

City of Tallahassee:  All species offered must have good wind/storm resistance. The 
second requirement is that the species be native or naturalized to this area. This year Green 
Ash, Palatka Holly, Eastern Red Cedar, and Overcup Oak are being offered. 
 

Participation in the program is easy, and the City provides several methods to register for 
your free trees. City residents who are more computer savvy may visit the City of 
Tallahassee website at Talgov.com and click on the Adopt-a-Tree tab to sign up. For 
residents who prefer a more personal approach, you can either call 850-891-5300 or email your contact 
information to AdoptaTree@talgov.com, and staff will assist you with placing your request. 
 

When it comes time to plant, City staff will assist with tree placement in your yard and install the trees for you. 
The first year after installation is the most critical and will require regular watering during the establishment 
period. Don’t let this intimidate you; the City will provide a care sheet with explicit directions on watering 
amounts and schedules. Also, knowledgeable staff are always available to answer questions and/or concerns 
throughout the year.  
 
 
Leon County:  This year, county residents who participate in the program can choose between Yaupon Holly, 
River Birch, and Nuttall Oak.  
 

Tree recipients must agree to water trees three times a week for the first year. Suggested watering includes 
letting a hose thoroughly wet the root ball of the tree, unless in the case of frequent substantial rain. 
 

Mulch should be maintained around the base of the tree at a depth of two to four inches, extending out to the 
tips of the branches. However, take caution against putting too much mulch up against the trunk of your tree, 
which may leave the tree devoid of oxygen and susceptible to harmful insects and root rot. More detailed tree 
care instructions will be left for you at your home at the time of planting. 
 

If you would like to have a free tree planted at your home, there are a couple additional requirements. Leon 
County will plant the tree anywhere between your house and any publicly-maintained road or any privately- 
maintained road with public access. 
 

The application for the program will be available starting November 1. Trees will be planted between February 
and March 2019. Prior to planting, please place a wooden stake at the desired location. 
 

For more information on the Adopt-A-Tree program, visit www.LeonCountyFL.gov/AdoptATree. 


