From the President…
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“Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm.”- Ralph Waldo Emerson

We are so proud of our new members who are enthusiastic and
anxious to get to work on a project and meet new friends. Some have
signed up to work on several committees. Do you remember how
excited you were to get involved and make new friends when you
first joined TGC? Many of you have been in your circles for 20+
years. Our fellow members have become our dearest friends, and we
look forward to seeing those friends at monthly meetings. Let’s renew
our enthusiasm for life and TGC as we encourage our new members
to reap the benefits of membership that we have long enjoyed.
Do you have the feeling that Fall is in the air? Leaves and acorns are
falling, summer flowers are turning brown, we’re beginning to
prepare our yards for winter, and plant bulbs for spring flowers.
Vibrant yellow, gold, orange and garnet mums and lush ornamental
grasses are everywhere.
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Our thoughts and appetites turn to hot soups and comfort foods simmering in the crockpot while filling the
house with memories past and those to come. Apples, pumpkins, cinnamon, cloves and other spices are the
main ingredients in the repertoire of Fall foods. Isn’t it nice on a cool evening to sit outside by a firepit as
we enjoy friends and family?
Anticipate all the joys and blessings that each new day brings. Renew your enthusiasm for life, friends,
nature, comfort food, good books, gardening or whatever makes you happy. Fall is a new beginning -embrace it. -- Brenda Dyer, your TGC President

In Memoriam
The Tallahassee Garden Club extends its condolence on the deaths of
Hazel Beazley, long time member of Babies Breath. Her daughters Abby Chilldon and Teresa Widmer
are also in Babies Breath.
Marilyn Larson’s (Coreopsis) mother, who recently passed away in Nebraska.
Saima Furiato’s (Hibiscus) son and daughter-in-law, who recently passed away just ten days apart.
We share our deepest sympathy with their families and loved ones.

Around the House with the Board of Trustees
Autumn officially arrived September 22—wanted to let you
know in case you missed the cooler weather.
The house got a deep cleaning in August, just in time for
our new garden club year activities. In late October, we will
be tackling the upstairs storage areas. A bit of cleaning out,
a bit of cleaning up and a lot of re-organizing ought to give
us a few more storage options for our stuff. We are hoping
to create emptier closets in the Sun Room by storing some
of those items upstairs. We are also aiming for having
better access to items for flower shows and other
activities—no one remembers the last time those rooms
were cleaned out, so maybe we will find hidden treasures!
Speaking of hidden treasurers, Saturday, November 3 is Tallahassee Hidden History project day here at the
house. We all know that George Proctor was the original builder of the Garden Center; but there is so
much more to the story than just George. Our Venue Director, Beth McGrotha, has helped us partner with
various community members to recognize and celebrate this amazing builder and his amazing family.
Please go to www.tallyhiddenhistory.org for more details. The Garden Club is hosting the afternoon (1—4
p.m.) reception, so we are looking for volunteers to be docents in each room and for food donations. Signup sheets will be available at the Executive Board meeting or you can give me a call if you are interested.
Here is a gentle reminder: we need to hold ourselves to the same high standards we expect of our rental
clients when using our beautiful home. So when we members use the house, we really need to set the
example and return it to the clean and orderly state in which we found it. There is a reminder sheet in the
kitchen to jog our memories. AND, if you reserve the house for your circle meeting and then decide not to
use it—please let Beth, Ruth, or me know as soon as possible. We do have other circles who would be
interested if the space was open.
There is always something to be done around the house, especially when the house is over 170 years old.
Thank you to Buttercup for their $1000 donation and to Orange Blossom for their $600 donation—you’ll be
seeing better in the entry hallway due to more lighting, water will be getting to the front flower beds, and
the technology improvement fund is enhanced mightily by these thoughtful donations.
If you or someone you know has a special event coming up, remember our Garden Center home is available
to rent for all kinds of activities. (Seasoned members may be eligible for a rental discount.) Give Beth a
call at 224-3371 to check availability.
Welcome home and we hope to see you around the house very soon!
--Andrea Willett, Chair, Board of Trustees

Don’t Forget to Return Your Pecan Order by October 19!
Attention Pecan Sale customers, the clock is ticking! We hope that you are
appealing to friends, family, business associates and anybody else, to buy
the wonderful pecans being sold by TGC members. Remember, the order
submission deadline is Friday, October 19 at noon. Delivery will be in
early November, in plenty of time for holiday baking.
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Calendar for Upcoming TGC and Other Garden-Related Events
October
10/01

M

9:00 am
10:30 am

Board of Trustees
President’s Council

10/03

W

10:00 am

Executive Board Meeting, hospitality provided by Violet & Holly Circles

10/04

Th

9 am-1 pm TGC Pink Lemonade Stand on the Center grounds

“Scarecrows in the Gardens” displays start today!
10/06 Sa
9 am-2 pm Art, Garden & Farm Family Festival @ UF/IFAS in Quincy; flyer included on p. 5
10/11 Th
9:30 am District III Meeting in Monticello, FL; reservation deadline was Oct. 1
10/13 Sa
9 am-1 pm Fall Plant Sale at Goodwood
10/13-14 Sa-Su
11th Annual Farm Day sponsored by Millstone Institute of Preservation; contact Majken
Peterzen (Jasmine Circle) at 294-3918 for more information
9:30 am Plant Exchange: Host circles *Coreopsis, Morning Glory-Amaryllis, & Sweet Bay
10/18 Th
10:15 am Horticulture Program, “Flower Preservation & Flower Arranging” (Barbara Laskowsk)
10/06

Sa

10/19
10/21

F
Su

Noon
6-9 pm

Deadline for submitting Pecan Sale Orders!
Moon Over Maclay: “A Jazz Concert”

November
11/03

Sa

11/05

M

11/07

W

11/15

Th

9:30 am
10:15 am

11/29

Th

10:00 am

9:00 am
10:30 am
10:00 am

Proctor–Rutgers Historical Event (will be explained, see signup sheets on last 2 pages)
Board of Trustees
President’s Council
Fall General Membership Meeting,
hospitality provided by Buddleia, Iris, Nasturtium, and Shannon Forest Circles
Plant Exchange: Host circles *Nasturtium, Gardenia, Wisteria
Horticulture Program: “Outstanding Plants in the Gardens of the Big Bend”
(Gary Knox, North Florida Research and Education Center)
Circles decorate the Rutgers House for the Holidays
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A Bag For HOPE
Here is an update on the activities of our volunteer group, A Bag For HOPE (ABFH). We are proud to tell you that
we are completing our 9th year of existence and are still going strong with 31 active members. Most of our members
sew, but the few who do not are absolutely essential to keeping the wheels of production and sales rolling!
For those who may not know about ABFH, we are a non-profit group. Most of our sewing fabrics are donated from
people in our community who know our mission and support our efforts to provide educational and recreational
materials and equipment for the many children who are in temporary housing with their parents, at HOPE
Community. We sell the items that are sewn by our volunteers at craft shows and festivals and have presented our
wares to many of the Garden Circles. Our earnings are deposited in a special account which WE manage and
designate for specific needs and projects.
HOPE Community, located on W. Pensacola St., has been recently designated as a Family Emergency Center. HOPE
operates as part of the Big Bend Coalition. HOPE accepts and houses families with minor children who find
themselves without a place to call home, until permanent housing can be arranged. The facility is usually
overcrowded as there is a huge need to house this population here in Tallahassee. There are usually between 120-160
children who, with their parents, live at HOPE for varying lengths of time.
More info about HOPE Community and Big Bend Homeless Coalition is available on their website.
The needs of the children vary, but here are some needs that A Bag For HOPE funds help with:
 Children’s birth certificates, (19 so far this year) needed in order for kids to enter school and for their parents to
receive government financial assistance
 School uniform shirts
 Assistance with daycare costs so parents are free to seek employment during the day
 Car seats
 Eye glasses
Recently, cots are needed so the children don’t have to sleep on the floor. And in one case, we paid for a mom and
her kids to spend the night at a motel in order to isolate one of them (who had strep throat) from the other residents.
When all the usual efforts to cover these expenses have been exhausted by the HOPE staff, ABFH saves the day!!
All of the children who live at HOPE attend public schools. Buses pick them up and return them to HOPE in the
afternoons. When they return “home” to HOPE, they are as glad as any other kid to be out of school! They receive
snacks and then have free play on the grounds until supper time. A tutor in the designated study area is available to
help with homework.
The HOPE playground is essential as an outlet for all this youthful energy. ABFH was one of the contributors, along
with TGC and others when the HOPE playground was built in 2011. The initial cost was about $25,000. ABFH and
TGC each contributed $10,000 to the project. Gary Stout, husband of Joan, graciously built and donated a muchappreciated covered seating area for the playground; Jana and Ken Walling rebuilt and reinstalled play equipment,
donating their time and skills. TGC members donated time and effort to plant and maintain shrubbery.
This summer, we spent $10,200 in the playground area on:
 Installing safety mulch under the play equipment
 Fence repair
 Painting the weathered wood fences and the shelter
 Grading and sodding
Due to continued support from our customers, ABFH is planning to:
 Add a jungle gym to the recreation choices for the kids.
 (Finally!) install a basketball court. Culpepper Construction Co. will donate the labor and SRM Concrete will
donate the concrete. Killearn Kiwanis Club has helped purchase the basketball goal. We are waiting for a
“window” when time will allow for the construction.
Come browse our display table at the TGC Fall General Membership Meeting and purchase something that strikes
your fancy. It’s a great opportunity to do some Christmas Shopping! And if you would like a sampling of our wares
to come to one of your circle meetings, please contact Libby Penrod, Sweet Bay Circle, 566-2117. We thank you for
supporting A Bag For HOPE! – Submitted by Libby Penrod
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Great Garden Gloves for Sale
Sweet Bay Circle will continue selling the wonderful ATLAS garden gloves that have
made us famous. Shop with us at the monthly Plant Exchanges, at TGC meetings, or
contact us by phone.
These gloves are wonderful as stocking stuffers, as hostess gifts, or as a treat for
yourself!
SAME GREAT PRICE—$7.00, tax included
All proceeds benefit Tallahassee Garden Club
Text: Jane Meadows, 850-508-7167 or Libby Penrod, 850-566-2117

Pink Lemonade Day
As you know, October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and your Tallahassee
Garden Club will be a sponsor again this year. We have chosen to support the Joanna
Frances Pink Lemonade Stand, and will have our stand open Thursday, October 4th,
from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm on the grounds of the Tallahassee Garden Center.
As we did last year, we will start a day early to include the Executive Board meeting
on Wednesday, October 3. It would be great if everyone could drop by the Center on
Wednesday, 9:00 am - noon, or Thursday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, and drop your money in
our piggy bank. Help us surpass our goal from last year.
Remember to wear “PINK” on Wednesday and Thursday. I can’t wait to see you.
-- Submitted by Joan Stout, 1st Vice President, Tallahassee Garden Club
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Junior Gardening News
Betton School Garden:
We have installed a sensory garden and a butterfly garden at Betton School.
Special thanks to Pam Lewis of Magnolia who helped weed and plant IN THE HEAT!
Kate Sullivan Upper School Garden:
Four beds are weeded and ready for new plants. Mr. Rwito won a grant for seeds and soil and now is
ready to get started.
Kate Sullivan Lower School Garden:
We installed a butterfly garden for the enjoyment of the younger students.
We added new soil to the bed after it was weeded.
Gilchrist School:
We will harvest sweet potatoes on October 19 and after the fun, we will do some maintenance to keep
the principle happy. We have Mrs. Bottini’s bed, the Memory Garden, and the Central Garden to tend
to. All willing hands are needed. Bring gloves and small tools, check in at the office at 8:30. You
would be welcome even if you have to come later. The early birds can watch you work! (Just kidding)
School of Arts and Sciences Centre:
Special thanks to Carol Allen of Sabal Palm Circle. She has donated a hydroponic tower to the school.
The gardening teacher, Heather Light, is looking into the cost of benches that meet her needs to seat
students. I asked her to research this so that we could give her funds to help purchase the
benches. This is a PERFECT opportunity for circles to participate, even if digging in the dirt isn’t your
thing. Several of the smaller circles could link up for this purpose!
Heather asked if anyone would be interested in speaking to her students about identifying native plants
and trees. Also, she would like her students to be able to identify native plants that are harmful and
how to spot them. ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY! Contact me and we’ll set it up if you are willing.
If you have questions, suggestions, or something to donate that we can use, contact Chris Parrish, TGC
Junior Gardening Chairman, at 878-5005 or 544-5998.

A Bag For HOPE Volunteer Photos

Miriam selects materials to make a
“Bag for Hope.”

Amy works on her creation for a
“Bag for Hope.”
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Lynn and Dian are totally focused
while working at a “Bag for Hope.”

TMH Healing Garden Report
Bill Dority, beloved “Rose Whisperer” of the TMH Healing Garden, passed away in January. The
Tallahassee Area Rose Society donated funds in Bill's memory to the Healing Garden to purchase a
birdbath. Maye Walker of Oleander Circle selected and helped install the lovely blue ceramic birdbath
shown below in August. When you visit the Healing Garden, be sure to take Bill's Rose Walk that is lined
with the many old garden roses that thrived under Bill's care for seven years.
There are 20 TGC members from five different Circles on the Healing Garden Watering Team! Two
members are scheduled per week to check on the irrigation system and water the ceramic and terracotta
pots as needed throughout the garden. Please email Marty Quinn at martyquinn30@gmail.com if you
would like to help with these duties.

This gorgeous centerpiece
was created by
Marie Womble
for the
Executive Board Meeting
in September.
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You are cordially invited to join us for great
music and
a great
time!
You are cordially
invited
to join
us for great
music and a great time!

See the amazing scarecrows, many of which
were designed by garden circle members.
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TALLAHASSEE HIDDEN HISTORY
Reception, November 3, 2018 1—4 p.m.
I will be a docent (one or two per room) or greeter:
ROOM

NAME AND PHONE NUMBER

SUN ROOM

BALLROOM (2 please)

PARLOR

DINING ROOM

TROPHY ROOM

KITCHEN

GREETER—FRONT DOOR
GREETER—BACK DOOR
GREETER—DECK SIDE
ENTRANCE
FRONT YARD (2 please)
FOOD
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TIME I CAN SERVE

TALLAHASSEE HIDDEN HISTORY
Reception, November 3, 2018 1—4 p.m.
I will provide the following:
ITEM

HOW MANY DOZEN?

NAME AND PHONE NUMBER

Deviled Eggs

Pimento Cheese or Chicken
Salad Finger Sandwiches

Tomato or Cucumber Round
Tea Sandwiches

Gingerbread cut into small
(1-2”) squares

Tea Cakes shaped like “Florida”
(See Beth for recipe and cookie
cutter use)
Lemonade with lemon slices

__________Quarts

I have blankets/non-heirloom quilts that I am willing to LOAN for the day of the event to be placed
on the grass for picnics.
Name and Phone ____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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