From the President…
The hum of bees is the voice of the garden. ~Elizabeth Lawrence
As all of you are enjoying this wonderful weather, many members are
frequenting the nurseries to purchase plants for their lovely gardens. Last
year NGC made a big push to alert us of a threat to all pollinators and
possibly other wildlife. This pesticide is called Neonicotinoids (Neonics).
There is a nerve toxin contained in Neonicotinoids that is transmitted to
any pollinator that encounters the pollen of a plant treated with it and
seeps into the water and soil where it remains for an indefinite time. Bees
can absorb Neonics in several ways, drinking nectar or transferring
pollen, and guttation (the act of plant sweating). Corn, for example,
sweats during the night and bees can obtain water from guttation droplets
on the corn especially during dry weather.
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Your local privately-owned nurseries do not carry plants treated with
Neonics. However, some of the “Big Stores” have been selling Milkweed
plants and others that have been treated with systemic Neonicotinoids. This will kill caterpillars! Please be
aware and on the lookout for these tags placed in plants. The little stick is usually hidden behind the
identification information stick.

Dr. Joe Willis LSU Ag Agent for New Orleans said the Neonicotinoids will dilute as the plants grow but it takes
only a very small amount to kill the larva of the Monarch. Neonicotinoids is toxic to bees and affects the
central nervous system which causes Colony Collapse Disorder in domesticated honey bees, as well as the rapid
decline of many wild pollinator species.
About 85% of the Earth’s flowering plants rely on pollination by bees and other pollinators. Bees pollinate more
than 30% of all plants that produce foods and beverages consumed by humans around the world. Let’s be
mindful when we are purchasing new plants.
On Tuesday of this week we had a New Member and Prospective Member Orientation and Social. As usual
Joan Stout did a fantastic job. Many circles brought delicious goodies. We had a great time getting to know our
new members and their sponsors and as always it surprises me when someone who has been a member for a
long time says “I’ve been in garden club for years and I never knew …………. before now.”
On March 7 we will be enjoying a Floral Design Demonstration by Claudia Bates, renown designer and
President of FFGC. I hope you have made your reservation for this spectacular event. We will keep the
business meeting very short.
On March 22, Daffodil, Ivy-Daisy, and Iris circles will be hosting Plant Exchange. Trevor Hylton, IFAS
Extension, will be speaking on Growing Herbs. Thank you, Barbara MacDonald, Judy Stricklin and Kathy
Carmichael, for doing such a great job.
Keep checking for other fun and exciting events coming up. -- Brenda Dyer, TGC President
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Calendar for Upcoming TGC and Other Garden-Related Events
March
03/05

M

9:00 am Board of Trustees
10:30 am President’s Council

03/07

W

10:00 am Spring Luncheon and General Membership Meeting

03/17

Sa

03/22

Th

Deadline for sending the Penny Pines form and $$ from your circle to Brenda Abstein
9:30 am Plant Exchange: Host circles *Daffodil, Ivy-Daisy, Iris
10:15 am Horticulture Program, “Growing Herbs,” with Trevor Hylton, IFAS Extension Service

04/02

M

9:00 am Board of Trustees
10:30 am President’s Council

04/04

W

10:00 am Executive Board Meeting

04/05
04/14

Th
Sa

5:30 pm Fashion Show at the Woman’s Club
9 am-2 pm Spring Flower Show and Plant Extravaganza

04/19

Th

9:30 am Plant Exchange: Host circles *Shannon Forest, Orange Blossom, Buttercup
10:15 am Horticulture Program, “Growing and Enjoying Orchids,” presented by Penny Gilmer, Orchid
Enthusiast and Master Gardener

4/21 –22
4/22 –25

Sa-Su
Su-W

04/30

M

April

10 am–5 pm Orchid Show and Sale

COB

FFGC Convention in St. Augustine, FL
2018-19 Dues Deadline
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View from the Board
Spring is just around the corner and the Center will soon be awash in blossoms. The parking lot project will be
completed in a couple of months. We look forward to the new look and fresh sod. Keep in mind the limited
parking when you come to the Center.
The apartment’s new HVAC system has been installed. Keith Lawson Heating and Cooling did a masterful job
of fitting the unit into a really tight space. By converting to gas, the utility bill will decrease and we are entitled
to an energy efficient rebate.
Many of you have asked which Short-Term Goals of the Center have not yet been accomplished as well as for
the Trophy room upholstery estimates.
Short Term Goals (2017-18 year):
 Replace the stove in the resident manager’s apartment
 Repaint garbage gazebo
 Add wall sconce lighting or lamps to front hallway to improve lighting
 Continue to improve condition of grounds through voluntary donations for hired work
 Add rental sign rider to existing sign on Gadsden Street entrance
 Repair/replace windowpane in parlor
 Repair or replace fireplace covers in all rooms
 Establish a Storage Solution fund to set aside the cost of adding additional storage to the interior
Rutgers House
 Install water faucet in bed at Carolina/Calhoun intersection
 Establish a technology improvement fund
Item

Estimated total cost

Loveseat

$975

Armchair (blue)

$450

Ladies chair (gold)

$450

Donations:
A great big thank you for donations to support the Center. You are the energizer bunny that keeps us going!
 BOT Projects ($500) - Anonymous
 Maintenance ($500) - Oleander Circle
 Trophy room upholstery ($500) - Oleander Circle
Please take a moment to review the Member Use of the Center and the Rules and Regulations that begin on
Page 99 in the Yearbook. While the Rules and Regulations pertain primarily for rentals, rules 7, 9, 10, 11, 13
and 15 apply to us all.
As always, safety is one of our main concerns. Please scramble the numbers on the lock box after you close it
and double check all exterior doors to make certain that they are locked before you leave.
Happy springtime. See you around the Center. --Sue Griner, Chairman, Board of Trustees

When a member needs to get in the garden center, for any reason, it is their responsibility to call
one of these three ladies to get the key code:
1. Margaret Bryant (Mimosa Circle): 850-228-2846
2. Sue Griner (Mimosa Circle): 850-385-8945 or 850-345-1868
3. Beth McGrotha, Venue Director: 850-224-3371
The code changes often for safety purposes.
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In Memoriam
Wynelle Sachs, member of Amaryllis Circle and Life Member
Gail Shelby, long-time member of Orange Blossom Circle

Junior Gardening Report 2017-2018
During 2017 and 2018, The Tallahassee Garden Club supported 6 school gardens with materials and labor.
Kate Sullivan Elementary has two gardens: one for the lower grades and one for the upper grades. We have
provided plants for a fall garden in each and for a spring garden in the upper grade garden. The most recent
activity was planting potatoes, onions and snap peas in February.
The School of Arts and Sciences Centre has a garden on the second floor of the school located in the former
Dillard’s location. It consists of boxes, containers and a wall garden. The school also has a hydroponic garden.
We have provided plants for all locations for fall and spring. In February, we planted potatoes, onions and snap
peas in the boxes and containers and planted pansies in the wall garden. The Tallahassee Garden Club helped
get the roof garden started in 2016 with the donation of soil, fabric beds, seating for students and plants.
Betton School has three beds located near the playground. This year the Tallahassee Garden Club refurbished
the beds, adding new soil and flowers. We have established a sensory garden with various herbs for the
children to smell and taste. This spring we planted peas, onions, tomatoes and more herbs and flowers.
Hawks Rise Elementary has a small bed and containers in the back of the school near the portables. This year
TGC provided soil, containers, and plants for fall and spring gardens. We planted potatoes, onions, peas, and
pansies in February.
Gilchrist Elementary has a central garden with raised beds and a pollinator garden located near the playground
and in a pass-through area where all students can see what’s happening in the vegetable beds and observe
caterpillars and butterflies in the pollinator garden. One teacher also has a large bed near her classroom.
Magnolia circle has Gilchrist as its Junior Gardening project. In conjunction with the TGC, plants, soil, pine
straw, seeds, and maintenance have been provided for fall and spring gardens. We planted peas and potatoes in
February as well as providing plants for various containers throughout the school. TGC also provided funds for
landscape timbers to border a bed in front of the school. A teacher at the school enlisted a landscaping
company owned by a parent to landscape the front of the school. The company installed an assortment of
lovely plants as well as irrigation and a promise to keep up with the weeding. As of last week, they were
keeping their promise. This spring the daffodils that Linda Van Beck donated for the front of the school in 2016
bloomed in spite of all the changes. New landscape timbers have also been installed in the central garden.
Some of the landscape timbers we purchased were used in beds in the central garden.
In 2017, the TGC supported the installation of a Shakespeare garden complete with a bust of Shakespeare, the
River Avon, canvases with Shakespeare quotes and various plants mentioned in A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
which the children were studying.
In addition, the Memory Garden, dedicated to honor the memory of teachers at the school was refurbished.
TGC provided soil, pine straw and labor for that effort. Plant material was donated. The garden is adjacent to
the art teacher’s room and she has placed children’s garden art in the area.
It would be impossible to mention all the willing hands that have helped in all these
projects, but you know who you are, and the Tallahassee Garden Club and I are
grateful for your work and support.
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Parrish, Junior Gardening Chair
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Penny Pines
Penny Pines is a National Garden Club Program that works with the US Forest Service to
replant areas damaged by forest fires, disease, and natural disasters. Each Circle should have
been collecting each month at your meetings. Only $68 will purchase enough seedlings to
replant one acre of forest. Please use the form below to send with your check to TGC. See
detailed instructions on the form. Please submit by March 17 th so it will be received in time
for the report at Convention. – Brenda Abstein

Let’s “PLANT AMERICA” (NGC Theme for 2017-19)
PENNY PINES 2017-2018
TO BENEFIT THE FLORIDA NATIONAL FOREST

DATE: _______________________

CIRCLE: ______________________________

Total Dollar Amount _________________________
CIRCLE TREASURER: _____________________________________________________
PHONE:

________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL: _________________________________________________________________
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: TALLAHASSEE GARDEN CLUB
NOTE PENNY PINES ON CHECK AND ENVELOPE
MAIL CHECK TO: TALLAHASSEE GARDEN CLUB
507 N. CALHOUN STREET
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301-1231
PLEASE SUBMIT BY MARCH 17TH.
ANY QUESTIONS CONTACT:
BRENDA ABSTEIN

babstein@comcast.net
893-1026
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Spring Flower Show…
GENERAL RULES:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Open to any member of a National Garden Club
affiliated club
There is an emphasis on fresh plant material. No
artificial plant material is permitted in any exhibit in
any division.
Exhibitor places a flower show entry between Noon
& 4 p.m. on Thursday, April 12, 2018
a. EXCEPTION: Exhibitor enters a very perishable
cut specimen on Friday, April 13, 2018 between
10:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m., if prior arrangements
are made with Design Horticulture Entry Chairs
Each exhibitor is limited to one entry per class, except
in the Horticulture Division and the Botanical Arts
Horticulture Section.
To give exhibitors ideas of plants to enter, many
classes of plants are listed which may or may not
have entries
If registered with the Design Entry Chair, an exhibitor
may enter as many design classes as desired, but may
have only one entry per class
Entries may be limited, if necessary, due to time and
space limitations
Entry cards are available from TGC Officers, Circle
Chairs, Entries Chairs and General Chair and should
be completed prior to entry of an exhibit
Show complies in every respect with the requirements for a standard flower show as established by NGC
Handbook for Flower Shows, Revised 2017 Edition, hereafter indicated as HB
Exhibition of an invasive plant, as deemed by the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences (IFAS) Assessment of Non-Native Plants, is not permissible, including both the Horticulture and
Design Divisions.
Consult: http://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/assessments/?types=1080,1074,24208 for a list of exotic invasive plants
in the North Florida area
The schedule is the law of the show, and it is the responsibility of exhibitor to read it and the Handbook for
Flower Shows carefully
The Classification Chairs for each division check exhibits for conformity to the schedule prior to judging. Final
determination for conformance is the judges’ responsibility.
The exhibitor marks exhibitor’s property with the exhibitor’s name
Neither the Tallahassee Garden Club nor the Flower Show Committee assumes liability for damage to or loss of
exhibitor’s property or personal injury but will strive to assure the safety of all items after arrival and
placement.
Exhibitor removes or arranges to remove exhibits (horticulture and designs) promptly after 1:15 p.m. Saturday,
April 14, 2018, and at 1:30 p.m. clean-up committee removes and disposes of remaining exhibits
General Chair retains unclaimed entry cards and ribbons for retrieval
Exhibitors contact General Chair for retrieval arrangements

Note: Contact Lana Arnold for more information. Lana was unable to write an article on the flower show this
month, but you can contact her at iamag8tor@comcast.net or 850-766-8207. The document with all the flower show
information was recently emailed to all the circle chairs. Contact your circle chair to receive a copy of the
document, or email Carolyn DiSalvo, your newsletter editor, at didicarol5@gmail.com. I will email you a copy.
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…and Plant Extravaganza
We Need Your 2-Liter Bottles!
Please Help!
Please save your 2-liter soda bottles and arrange
with Lori Bush (850-445-2788) to pick them up.
Children attending the Plant Extravaganza will be
able to take home a planter like those at right.

We Also Need Your Cans! Please Help!
We are planning to offer “Build A Bee House” workshops at the Spring Plant Extravaganza on April 14th. We
need your help in collecting enough cans so that each participant can make a bee house to take home.
The cans we need are:
Bush’s Baked Beans – 28 ounces;
3 ¼ diameter, 5 and 5/8” height
Campbell’s Family Size Soup –
23.2 ounces, same size as above
Van Camp’s Pork and Beans –
28 ounces, same size as above.
You may find other products in the same size can and that is fine
as long as it is the same size.
Please bring your empty and clean cans to the Spring General
Membership Meeting, Wednesday, March 7. If you have several
cans and can’t get them to this event, please call Phyllis West,
850-591-5428, and we will arrange to pick them up.
Thank you in advance for helping. Bee Happy!
-- Gail Hill, Birds, Bees and Butterflies Chairman
and Phyllis West, Bee House Workshop Chairman
Our Horticultural program in February was on sustainable
vegetable gardening by Molly Jameson from the IFAS Leon
County Extension Office. We had a good group of members and
some nonmembers who saw the article in the Democrat about both
the plant exchange and the horticultural programs for this spring.
Molly spoke about the advantages of growing in a raised bed versus
directly in the ground. She also showed us a handy slide of when to
plant certain vegetables in our area. It is getting time that we can
directly plant seeds into the ground or transplant seeds that have
spouted from indoors. See the slide at left for the information.
These talks are helpful to our members and the public.
– Submitted by Penny Gilmer
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February Photos

Libby Penrod arranges some
beautiful camellias on the
refreshment table before the
February Executive Board
Meeting. 2-7-18

Molly Jameson, TGC Horticulture
Program speaker 2-22-18

Cathy Carmichael and others
enjoy the snacks at the
Horticulture Program 2-22-18
Horticulture program 2-22-18
A man picks out a door prize
from the many choices.

2-14-18 Valentine Luncheon: Tables are all
set up waiting for our guests to arrive!

(L-R) Joan Stout, Sharon Davis,
Shera Fahey, and Ann Wilson –
the choreographed dancers at the
Valentine Luncheon

The Garden Center was a whirlwind as
dedicated volunteers made corsages and
boutonnieres for the “Night to Shine”
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2-14-18 Valentine Luncheon: Now the
lovely guests have arrived…

Fellowship and fun made the time
fly while making corsages

The best assembly line EVER!

After a huge labor of love from
our TGC members, the finished
product truly SHINED at the Night
to Shine Event!

Corsages were boxed up and
counted.

There was so much help that the last
day’s work session was cancelled.

(L-R) Brenda Dyer, Jana Walling, Erica
Chatham, Sue Griner, Chris Parrish,
Carolyn DiSalvo and Joan Stout represented
TGC at the “Night to Shine” event.

There was a shoe-shine kiosk for
the ultimate pampering.

Comin’ and goin’ in style!
FSU Cheerleaders led the cheering
section as the guests walked down
the red carpet.
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Dancin’ the night away

New Member Orientation

Gardenia Circle members made Valentine Day arrangements at their
February meeting. Our thanks to Gardenia member Nicole Walker for
instructions and guidance. – Submitted by Jeanell Moore

Nasturtium Garden Circle immediately after we worked in
Marcie Praetorius' garden we
had our meeting inside her home.
– Submitted by Penny Gilmer
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Traveling to the FFGC Convention?
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FFGC-Sponsored Travel Opportunities
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