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From the President… 
 

January has come and gone.  What a cold year this has been.  The Plant 
Exchange had to be cancelled, first time ever, because of 26° weather.  On 
February 2, Punxsutawney Phil will let us know whether we will have a long 
winter or an early spring.  This gal is hoping for an early spring. 

Buddleia Circle (10 members strong) worked diligently to prepare for the 
Thrifty Boutique Sale.  They juried items as they came in and made certain 
that we had only the best. Buddleia’s hard work and your generous donations 
raised just under $5,000.  Sip and Shop had a wonderful turnout and our 
members spent about $2,500. If one circle with 10 members can work 
together for this fantastic result, just think what a larger circle can produce. 

Mimosa Circle, with Stephanie Corry as Chair, began taking orders for 
Caladium Bulbs in January.  Each member is urged to order bulbs. Also 
check with your neighbors, friends and family, coworkers, hair stylist, etc. 
who may want to order bulbs. Show them the Caladium Bulb brochure.  
Caladium Bulbs sell themselves!  All proceeds go to the operating funds of 
TGC. The flyer and order forms are also on the web site:  
www.tallahasseegardenclub.com. 

Beginning on Wednesday, February 7, members will begin working from 
Wednesday through Friday morning to make 150 corsages and 150 
boutonnieres for My Night to Shine attendees.  There will be something that everyone can do such as: cut flowers to 
appropriate length, cut ribbon, tie bows, wrap stems with florist tape, et cetera.  You don’t have to be a designer to 
participate.  They are still in need of volunteers to help the night of the prom.  If you can volunteer, please contact 
Jennifer Nunez at jennifern@genesischurch.tv. 

Magnolia Circle is continuing their annual Valentines Luncheon on Valentine’s Day.  Always a delightful treat 
which serves as Magnolia’s fundraiser to support TGC. Make your reservation today for a great lunch, good 
fellowship and lots of fun.  A bargain at only $15. 

March 7th brings our Spring Luncheon and General Membership meeting.  All members are encouraged to attend. 
Claudia Bates, President of FFGC and renown floral designer, will be our Speaker/Designer. Claudia will 
demonstrate some her fabulous designs.  Claudia has given talks on floral design and demonstrations as far away as 
California.  If you haven’t seen Claudia in action, you can’t imagine the treat that is in store for you on March 7.  We 
will keep our business agenda very brief, so you can enjoy Claudia. Erica Chatham, our 3rd Vice President has been 
working and planning to make this a very special event for all members and will be requesting volunteers at the 
Executive Board meeting. 

Lori Bush is hard at work on the Plant Extravaganza for April 14. She will be needing your help.  Please don’t 
hesitate to volunteer as a circle or as an individual.  Lori has some fantastic new events planned. You will be hearing 
lots more from Lori.  

Lana Arnold is like the Energizer Bunny, she just keeps going and going.  She Chaired the Thrifty Boutique Sale, 
she is Trustee of Grounds for BOT, and as Chair of the Spring Flower Show she has already been working on the 
schedule. You will be hearing more from Lana.   

Get out of your comfort zone and volunteer to help with a project.  It is so much fun, you get to meet new people and 
it makes you feel good. -- Brenda M. Dyer, President 

Friends fill your life with joy, your soul with sunshine & your heart with love. Anon 
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You are invited to attend a 
 

Valentine Luncheon 
 

February 14, 2016 
Noon 

at 
Tallahassee Garden Center 
507 North Calhoun Street 

Hosted by Magnolia Garden Circle 
$15 

 

*Reservations by February 9 to Patty Brown, 385-3647 
 

NOTE: Due to limited parking spaces at the Garden Center,  
it would be a good idea to carpool and arrive early. 

* If you plan to attend but have been putting off making your reservation, remember that just a phone call reserves 
your spot!  Then you can mail your check to me at 412 S. Ride, 32303-5163.  Thanks!  Patty Brown 

We welcome our new members for November and December 
(submitted by Susan Weaver) 

TGC New Member  
Orientation & Social 

 
Tuesday, February 27, 

2018 
 

6:00 til 8:00 p.m. 
 

The Rutgers House 
507 N. Calhoun St. 

Tallahassee, FL 
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Calendar for Upcoming TGC and Other Garden-Related Events 
   

  February 

     

 March 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02/03 Sa 11a-12:30p Monticello Garden Club Camellia Show 

02/05 M 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 
Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

02/07 W 10:00 am Executive Board Meeting 
02/08 Th 10-11:30 am Thomasville Floral Design workshop (flier was emailed separately last week) 
02/09 F  Night to Shine Prom Event 

2/9-2/11 F-Su  Wekiva Volunteer Training and Junior Gardener Leadership Training (See pg. 6-7) 
02/14 W Noon Valentine Luncheon hosted by Magnolia Circle 

02/22 Th 
9:30 am     

10:15 am 
 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Jasmine, Babies Breath, Violet 
Horticulture Program, “Sustainable Gardening,” presented by Molly Jameson, IFAS Extension 
Service, Master Gardener 
 02/24 Sa 9:00 am District III Clubs “Bees Nest” event in Steinhatchee (flier was emailed separately last week) 

02/27 Tu 6-8 pm New Member Orientation and Social 
02/28 W   Tree Count Due; deadline to turn in Caladium Bulb orders 

 

03/05 M 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 
Board of Trustees 
President’s Council 

03/07 W 10:00 am Spring Luncheon and General Membership Meeting 

03/22 Th 
9:30 am     

10:15 am 
 

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Daffodil, Ivy-Daisy, Iris 
Horticulture Program, “Growing Herbs,” presented by Trevor Hylton, IFAS Extension Service 
 

The Annual Caladium Bulb sale 
 

This major Tallahassee Garden Club fundraiser will 
continue throughout the month of February, ending 
on February 28.  Your circle should have all the 
necessary information, but it is also available on 
our website. 
 

For the brochure listing the Caladium varieties: 
http://tallahasseegardenclub.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/Caladium-Bulb-Brochure-
2018.pdf 
 

For the order form:  
http://tallahasseegardenclub.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/Caladium-Bulb-Order-
Form109.pdf 
 

For additional information, contact Mimosa 
Circle’s Stephanie Corry at 850-566-4975 or 
e-mail her at: tgccaladiumsale@gmail.com 
 

*Net profits benefit the Tallahassee Garden Club* 
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View from the Board 
 

For those of you who wonder, no we are not installing a beach in anticipation of the Center becoming 
waterfront property! Actually, as I reported in a recent email, we have entered into a short-term agreement with 
Dowdy Plumbing which will result in a major improvement to our parking lot.  

Dowdy and company will use the back corner of our property (the area where the Gadsden Street fence is) to 
stage a large load of dirt which they will move to a building site they are constructing. In addition to making 
monthly payments over the next six months, they will make significant improvements in the parking lot 
including re-sodding, bringing in gravel to redefine the driveway, and improving the entrance/exits onto 
Gadsden and Carolina Streets. We look forward to these improvements. 

During this time, we encourage you to park along the Carolina Street side and in the middle sections of the 
parking lot. 

With respect to renters and Garden Club events, we are working with Beth McGrotha, Venue Director, and the 
Committee Chairs who have events coming up, to make this as seamless as possible.  

January’s winter nights have taken a toll not only on our outdoor plants, but on the HVAC system that serves 
the apartment.  The Board is getting estimates to replace the ductwork and unit that heats and cools that portion 
of the Center. It is long overdue and has been held together with “band aids” for several years.  

As reported last month, there now exists an Upholstery Fund to spruce up the furnishings in the Trophy room.  
Very rough estimates of what each upholstery project will cost are: 

        Item   Estimated total cost 

 

 

 

Donations 

We are most grateful for the following donations that we have received not only for this project, but for other 
needs as well. 

Trophy room upholstery ($550):  Jonquil Circle and Shannon Forest Circle 

General Operations ($65):  Jane Driggers, proceeds from December Pop up shop 

Parking Lot improvements ($100.90):  Lana Arnold, income from holiday decoration class 

The Thrifty Boutique, chaired by Buddleia Circle, was a grand success. Many thanks to Lana Arnold, Circle 
chair, and to all Buddleians who worked tirelessly to bring the sale to new heights. The quality of the goods sold 
truly exceeded everyone’s expectations. Great job, ladies!  

Next up is Magnolia Circle’s Valentine Luncheon which is always fun and delicious. 

Happy Valentine's Day and we look forward to seeing you around the Center.  
--Sue Griner, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Loveseat $975 

Armchair (red) $250 

Armchair (blue) $450 

Ladies chair (gold) $450 
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Night to Shine Prom  
The "Night to Shine Prom" is an event sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation for 
special needs adults 14 years and older. In Tallahassee the event will be held on 
February 9 at the Tallahassee Centre. Tallahassee Garden Club members will 
contribute by making 250 boutonnieres and 250 corsages on Wed., Feb. 7, 8 and 9.   

Here is the general schedule, but ANY BODY is welcome at ANY TIME!  Please 
bring a pair of clippers and glue guns. This is not skilled labor - we will be working 
together on an assembly line.  Contact Helen Purvis, 251-7171, with questions.  

 Amaryllis, Babies Breath, Buddleia, Buttercup, Coreopsis and Daffodil will start 
at 1 on Wed., Feb. 7 

 Hibiscus, Holly, Iris, Ivy-Daisy, Jonquil, Shannon Forest and Orange Blossom 
will help on Thursday, from 10-1.   

 Gardenia, Jasmine, Sweet Bay and Wisteria will help Thursday night, Feb. 8 from 6-8.  
 We will wrap it up on Friday, Feb. 9 with Mimosa, Morning Glory, Nasturtium, Oleander, Orange Blossom, 

Sabal Palm and Magnolia starting at 10 until we finish by 3.  

 

The President’s Coming!  The President’s Coming! 

Yes, you read that right.  Claudia Bates, our Florida Federation of Garden 
Clubs, Inc. president, is coming to OUR Spring General Membership meeting 
on Wednesday, March 7.  The event will be held at the Tallahassee Woman's 
Club.  You will be getting all the details before your February circle meeting.  
This much I can tell you.  She is a very entertaining speaker.  Bring your 
checkbooks to your February meeting so you can write one check to your 
circle, and the circle treasurer will send one check to Susan Weaver, the 
registrar.  The cost and other details will be coming soon.  

--Erica Chatham, third Vice-President, 524-0739. 

 

The Hope Community and the Traveling Suitcase! 

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE make a note that Libby Penrod’s correct phone number is 850-566-2117. A very 
nice, patient man has been receiving her phone calls but he is getting impatient and may not be nice forever! 
 
HOPE Community Gardening Note:  Jane Berry has joined Libby Penrod in caring for the Kay Freeman 
Memorial Garden located on the HOPE Community property.  Thank you, Jane.  
 
A Bag for HOPE reports another successful year of sales, thanks in part to 
circles who have welcomed the Traveling Suitcase sales to their meetings. If 
your circle would like the Traveling Suitcase to visit a meeting, it is available 
in March, April, and May and then again in September through November.  
Please contact Libby Penrod at 850-566-2117 to schedule. We finally have the 
environmental permit to begin construction on the basketball court at HOPE 
Community and we hope to begin work soon on refurbishing the playground. – Submitted by Libby Penrod 
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The TGC Tree Count 
 
Circles, don’t forget to encourage your members 
to report the number and kind of trees they 
planted, transplanted, or gave as gifts last year.  
The reporting form has been sent out multiple 
times, but it can also be found on our website at  
www.tallahasseegardenclub.com. 
 
The Tree Count information from our club is 
given to State and tabulated with all members of 
the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs. An 
award is given at the convention each year for 
the Garden Club that plants the most trees. 
Tallahassee Garden Club has won this award on 
multiple occasions. 
 
After recording every tree your circle members 
have planted, mail or e-mail your completed 
form to Sudi Scott by the February 28, 2018 
deadline. 

                                   

Garden Therapy 
 

Five members of the Nasturtium Garden Circle 
did our circle’s TGC garden therapy project at the 
new center of the PACE Center for Girls at 311 
East Jennings, just off South Monroe St. 
 
PACE is a public middle and high school for girls 
in Tallahassee. Last summer the school had 
moved to its new location and the PACE 
leadership team asked both the TGC and the 
Zonta Club of Tallahassee for help replanting two 
large planting containers at its two entrances, one 
for the students and staff and the other for the 
public. One Nasturtium member is also a member 
of the Zonta Club. 
 
We undertook the project and bought a few plants 
and contributed others from our own gardens. 
Most plants survived the winter, especially the 
Billbergia manarae and the petunias. The PACE 
staff waters the plants. We go back once a month 
to spruce up and fertilize the plants. Doing this 
project gave our circle members a chance to learn 
more about PACE and to work together doing our 
garden therapy project for the TGC. 
 – Submitted by Penny Gilmer,  
    Nasturtium Circle January 28, 2018 

See next page for more Wekiva information  
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Wekiva Volunteer and Junior Gardener Leader Training Feb. 9-11 
 
A Wekiva Volunteer and Junior Gardener Leader Training session will be held February 9-11 at the Wekiva 
Youth Camp in Apopka.  We hope more folks will want to join us for a weekend of fun and education!! 
 
LAST CALL for you to participate in the myriad and FUN activities we have planned for you at the Wekiva 
Youth Camp in Apopka February 9-11! If you ever wondered what kids do at camp or if you have never been to 
Wekiva, or if you are a junior gardener leader who is out of ideas, it's not too late! Simply go to www.ffgc.org 
and scroll down to Youth Programs, Wekiva Youth Camp, then scroll to the bottom for Wekiva Leadership 
Training...fill in the application for WLT...or contact Ingrid Velez to register at yellowrose111977@aol.com. 
Cost is still only $75 for 2 nights in a volunteer cabin, 2 dinners by our chef, Teresa, 2 breakfasts and a lunch. 
You will have 3 sessions in Nature and Crafts relating to our topic this year, INSECTS, and be treated to a 
program on "Invincible Insects" from the Central Florida Zoo. Come take a nighttime tram ride and roast some 
marshmallows at the campfire. Come make some new friends!! We would love to have you join us! 
 
Can't come for the whole weekend but still have questions about Wekiva?? Come to the Wekiva Youth 
Camp OPEN HOUSE on Sunday, 11 February from 11:30 to 1pm and take a tour of the facility and meet the 
folks working hard to make camp memorable for all involved. 
 
If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Tina at Ttuttle1954@gmail.com. 

 
 

                       Monticello Garden Club Camellia Show 
 
The Monticello Garden Club and the Jefferson County Historical Association 
will have a Camellia Show on Saturday, February 3 at the Presbyterian 
Fellowship Hall, 290 E. Dogwood in Monticello. We invite everyone to enter 
blooms for the show between 9:00 and 10:00. The show is free and open to the 
public from 11:00-12:30. 

To celebrate the event and to showcase one of our historic homes a lunch will be 
served at the Dilworth-Barnhill house, 345 E. Washington Street. Tickets for 
lunch are available at the camellia show or the Dilworth-Barnhill house. 
Information can be obtained by calling Claudette McRae at 850-933-8203 or 

email claudettemcrae@gmail.com. 

We invite you to come view the camellia blooms at the show and enjoy lunch. Antique shops and boutiques will 
be open, and shopping can be enjoyed. Proceeds from the lunch will support the historic Wirick Simmons 
House and Museum on N. Jefferson St. The house will be open for Tours that day from 10:00-2:00.  We hope 
you will bring a group and support the Monticello Garden Club. 
 
The historic association is also having an Estate Sale on February 17 at the Bill Kirkpatrick home on West 
Washington Street. The sale will include silver, picture, furniture, linens, rugs and much more. Contact Jack 
Carswell, 850-997-1980 for more information. 
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Spring Plant Extravaganza – April 14, 2018 
 

The following list of items are tasks that need to be 
adopted by Circles or individual members.  The sign-up 
clipboard will be available at the Board meeting on Feb 
7th.   If you can’t to be at the Board meeting, please contact 
Lori Bush by email at tallygrammy@embarqmail.com or 
leave a message on her home phone 850 668-2929.  Lori 
needs a response, please, no later than Feb 21st. 
 

 15-minute Gardener Topics - in a booth that we will 
call “Ask a Master Gardener”.   We have many Master 
Gardeners in our membership that have much 
information that can be shared.   
 

 Nature Photography with Smart Phones – Do any of 
our members have expertise in this or know somebody 
who does?  Displaying some of this photography 
would also be terrific!  
 

 Plant Opportunity -  Do any of our members have 
connections in the community to obtain some gift cards 
for floral arrangements?   We want to have 3 nice floral 
arrangement Gift Certificates inside the garden club 
that can be bid on and outside we want one great item 
(i.e. a plant cart, with potting soil, fertilizer, some 
tools, gloves, plants, etc.)  If circles want to donate an 
item or cash to this one item, that would be great. 
 

 Coffee and Donuts -   Need a Circle to take charge of setting up this table.  I understand that Starbucks will 
give us coffee for free.  Hot Chocolate would be nice to have available for the kids but don’t know if 
Starbucks will let us have that for free.   Donuts can be purchased from Krispy Kreme or Dunkin Donuts.   
We do plan to have food trucks for lunchtime.    
 

 Bottled Water - Need one of our participating Circles to offer bottled water for sale to those attending.  
 

 Greeters - Need 1 or 2 members per Circle, if possible, to serve as greeters providing general information 
about location of activities for the event and answer questions.  If we can get at least 5 greeters, we can 
allocate a one-hour time slot per greeter to cover the 5 hours of the event.   Joan Stout will have a TGC 
membership booth at the event so direct any questions on this to her booth. 
 

 Balloon Clowns - Before we invest in hiring somebody to do this, do any of our members know somebody 
that would be willing to do this for us at no charge?  Am currently checking with FSU Color guard about 
doing face painting for us but let me know if you also know of some resources for free face painting in case 
the FSU ladies are unavailable.   
 

 Kids Activities – Do we have any members or friends of members that want to provide some kid 
activities/games for children up to age 12 during the event? 
 

 Plants - Circles are encouraged to have all kinds of plants available for sale at this event   
 

Please consider how your circle can help.   THANK YOU VERY MUCH!   
 

-- Submitted by Lori Bush, Chairman Spring Plant Extravaganza 
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Can You Bee A Can Can Girl/Guy? 
 
We are planning to offer “Build A Bee House” workshops at the Spring Plant Extravaganza on April 14th.  We 
need your help in collecting enough cans so that each participant can make a bee house to take home. 
 

The cans we need are: 
Bush’s Baked Beans – 28 ounces; 3 ¼ diameter, 5 and  5/8” height 
Campbell’s Family Size Soup – 23.2 ounces, same size as above 
Van Camp’s Pork and Beans – 28 ounces, same size as above. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You may find other products in the same size can, and that is fine as long as it is the same size. 
 

Please bring your empty and clean cans to: 
 

Executive Board Meeting, Wednesday, February 7 
or 

General Membership Meeting, Wednesday, March 7 
 
If you have several cans and can’t get them to either of these locations, please call Phyllis West,  
850-591-5428, and we will arrange to pick them up. 
 
Thank you in advance for helping.  Bee Happy!    
 
-- Gail Hill, Birds, Bees and Butterflies Chairman and Phyllis West, Bee House Workshop Chairman 
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Photos from the Thrifty Boutique Sale 
Photos Courtesy Penny Gilmer, Nasturtium Circle 

Publicity on TGC Events 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robin Walls removing parasol from rack for 
purchaser Penny Gilmer 

Pottery, hand signed by Mary Ann 
Hadley, bought by Penny Gilmer 

Gina Baker (guest), Melanie Boone, Judy 
Swyers, and Emily Smith from Hibiscus Circle 
at the TGC Boutique Pre-Sale (Sip and Shop) 

Debbie Floyd with stained glass from TGC 
Boutique Sale 
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FFGC-Sponsored Travel Opportunities 


