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From the President…
April ... hath put a spirit of youth in everything. ~ William Shakespeare

Contents:

Every time I go to the Garden Center I am amazed at how many of our
members pop in and out doing the wonderful things that they do for our
club. This has been one busy year. We have asked a lot of our members
this year and you have rewarded us by pitching in and getting the jobs
done. It just feels good to get out of our comfort zone and have fun
interacting with others.
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Thursday, April 5 from 5:30 to 8:30, we have our first ever Fashion
Show. The planning of this event has been so much fun. If you have not
made your reservation, tickets may be purchased at the door for $15.00.
There will be hors d’oeuvres and a special drink called the “Fashionista”
donated by Cypress Restaurant. Email Susan Weaver and give her your
name to help us have a head count. (susanbweaver@comcast.net)

These clothes are so cute and perfect for everyday summer wear. Prices from $40 to $120. Casual clothes,
purses and fashion jewelry and if you buy it you can take it home with you Thursday night. Bring a friend or
relative that is not in garden club. TGC benefits by getting a percentage of the sales.
Lana Arnold and her helpers have been hard at work on the Spring Flower Show “Dinner and a Movie”
scheduled for Saturday, April 14, 2018. Remember to bring some horticulture to be judged. Can’t wait to see
all designs.
Lori Bush has been going non-stop putting together our Plant Extravaganza. Start your morning with Coffee
and Donuts (8:30 – 10:30) sold by Orange Blossom Circle. Lunch will be available from a Food Truck and
bottled water will be sold all day. There will be lots of plants for sale, 15-minute educational demonstrations,
IFAS will be there to give out free soil testing kits and explain how to take samples for your yard, there will be
a beekeeper with an enclosed active hive, children’s activities galore, music, snow cones and popcorn.
Gail Hill and Phyllis West will be presenting two Bee House making demonstrations at 10 and 12:00. Each
participant will receive a kit to build their own Bee House. Make your reservation now for these
demonstrations. There is no fee. Come on out and learn how you can help the Pollinators.
Thursday, May 10, 2018, TGC will be hosting District III’s Spring Meeting. Our meeting will be held in the
garden center and lunch will be served on the grounds. You will get more information at your April circle
meetings. District III consists of clubs from Wakulla, Steinhatchee, Madison, Perry, Monticello, Live Oak and
Tallahassee. There is a Fall and Spring meeting annually.
Don’t be a wallflower, come on out, have fun and support your club! -- Brenda Dyer, TGC President

Please Don’t Park on the New Grass at Garden Center!!!
Our parking lot is coming along, but no one can park on the new grass for at least a month! We are sorry for the
inconvenience, but it can’t be helped. If we park on the grass at this stage, we will kill it, simply put! It will be
crushed, compacted and dripped on by noxious car drippings! Think how you would feel! We’re going to have
a lovely new area of El Toro Zoysia grass in a short time. We are watering it daily so please watch out for the
hoses and don’t park on them either, pretty please. Please walk softly for now. Many thanks! – Lana Arnold
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April Calendar
04/02

M

9:00 am Board of Trustees
10:30 am President’s Council

04/04
04/05
04/14

W
Th
Sa

10:00 am Executive Board Meeting
5:30 pm Fashion Show at the Woman’s Club
9 am-2 pm Spring Flower Show and Plant Extravaganza

04/19

Th

Plant Exchange: Host circles *Shannon Forest, Orange Blossom, Buttercup
9:30 am Horticulture Program, “Growing and Enjoying Orchids,” presented by Penny Gilmer, Orchid
10:15 am Enthusiast and Master Gardener

4/21 –22

Sa-Su

4/22 –25

Su-W

04/30

M

10 am–5 pm Orchid Show and Sale

FFGC Convention in St. Augustine, FL
COB

2018-19 Dues Deadline
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View from the Board
It is that time of year again. We have all “sprung” forward, not only with the hour ahead, but with our eagerness
to plant and plan.
The beds surrounding the Center are showing signs of awakening with breath-taking azalea blooms as well as
other buds aplenty. The parking lot will soon have new sod along the edges.
Now that is the good news. The unexpected news is that the almost 20-year-old dryer in the apartment dried its
last load last week. Rather than repair, your Board determined that it was time to replace. We replaced the
washer as well and the stove which had an inoperable oven. These three appliances are a welcome addition to
the apartment and freshen up the kitchen appearance.
Donations for several projects, including the Trophy Room furniture upholstery, continue to arrive. A huge
thank you to the following Circles and individuals for the following gifts.
Trophy Room Upholstery Project - $1,250
Babies’ Breath Circle in memory of Teenie McClellan and Kathleen Mawhinny
Ivy-Daisy Circle
Media Upgrade - $25
Orange Blossom Circle in memory of Gail Shelby
Donations have also been received in memory of Lila Eubanks, a beloved member of
TGC. Sabal Palm Circle, Jo Bowman and Sue Griner have given donations totaling
$100 in remembrance of “Miss Lila”.
In other news, several months ago the Board made the decision to prohibit the use of
any open flames in the Center. This includes the use of votive candles. With the
increase in popularity of LED and battery-operated candles, renters and club members
can still enjoy the ambiance of low lighting without the safety concerns of flames. This
prohibition is now in effect as it has been added to the Rules and Regulations. It will be
published in the 2018-19 Directory.

“Miss Lila” Eubanks,
Life member,
Redbud/Sabal Palm
Circles

We Garden Club members are our best advertisement for spreading the word about
renting the Center. During recent months, the Center has been rented for Bat Mitzvahs,
Celebrations of Life, wedding rehearsal dinners, weddings and receptions, Middle School Proms and High
School proms. When your friends mention the need for a venue, encourage them to contact Beth McGrotha,
Venue Director, for a tour.

Enjoy our Spring weather! We look forward to seeing you around the Center, especially at the Spring Flower
Show and Plant Extravaganza on April 14, 2018.
Happy springtime. See you around the Center. --Sue Griner, Chairman, Board of Trustees

Reminder
When a member needs to get in the garden center, for any reason, it is their responsibility to call
one of these three ladies to get the key code:
1. Margaret Bryant (Mimosa Circle): 850-228-2846
2. Sue Griner (Mimosa Circle): 850-385-8945 or 850-345-1868
3. Beth McGrotha, Venue Director: 850-224-3371
The code changes often for safety purposes.
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April 14, 2018
For the Flower Show …
Flower Show Designers Needed!! URGENT!! Don’t be shy!!!
Response from designers for the Flower Show has been great, but we need a few more of you good
floral designers to step up in the following classes:






A traditional Cascading design – one needed
A Challenge Design – a creative design where container & plant material provided – one needed
A Functional Tray for dining with a Creative Design – one needed
Exploration Class – freedom of style – you can do anything – four needed
Companion Class – traditional design where 2 members work together – four needed – perfect
for circle members to work together

Please contact Helen Purvis at 251-7171 or at jpurvis77@comcast.net to sign up.

… and for the Plant Extravaganza
You can still bring those bottles and cans you’ve been collecting
to April’s executive board meeting!

The 2-Liter bottles for children’s planters…

… and the cans for building a

house

Bush’s Baked Beans – 28 ounces;
3 ¼ diameter, 5 and 5/8” height
Campbell’s Family Size Soup –
23.2 ounces, same size as above
Van Camp’s Pork and Beans –
28 ounces, same size as above.

(You may find other products in the same size can and that is fine as long as it is the same size)
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Looking Ahead to May
05/07
05/10

M
Th

9:00 am Board of Trustees
10:00 am TGC Hosts District III Meeting

05/17

Th

9:30 am Plant Exchange: Host circles *Jonquil, Hibiscus, Buddleia
10:15 am Horticulture Program, “Composting,” presented by Mark Tancig, Master Gardener

05/19
05/21
05/23
05/30

Sa
M
W
W

9 am-5 pm
10:30 am
10:00 am
COB

Maclay’s annual Tour of Gardens
President’s Council
Executive Board Meeting
Deadline Yearbook Information

In Memoriam
The Tallahassee Garden Club extends its condolence on the deaths of
Judy Xanders, member of Daffodil Circle,
Kathleen Mawhinney, member of Babies Breath Circle and
Bill Dority, member of Magnolia Circle
Bill Dority enjoyed retirement to the fullest and became known as the “Rose Man” in
Tallahassee. A dedicated volunteer, Bill donated hundreds of rose bushes to the TMH
Healing Garden and to several other gardening projects all over the Big Bend area. He was a
certified Master Gardener and Rosarian. He was also a member of the Tallahassee and
Thomasville Rose Societies. Bill would want everyone to celebrate each day and make sure
to take time to stop and smell the roses.
Following is an excerpt from a poem Bill wrote titled “My Rose Garden.” The poem was
published in its entirety in the March 2014 TGC Newsletter.

Joy --Thus, as we live our lives and grow steadily older;
like the Rose the beauty of life is as in the eye of the beholder.
In tune, as the seasons approach their last turn;
the roses are gearing-up for their final run.
Blossoming and foliage still very active, but slowing;
without the prospects of their future ever knowing.
As I bring this visit to my Garden of Roses to an end;
may you all be empowered by the tidings I extend.
To all who embrace the Rose Gardens of life they have grown;
may they also derive the rewards of happiness I have known.
The Joy of growing beautiful roses is so dear to my heart;
along with Family, God and Country at the top of the chart.
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Spring General Membership Meeting and Luncheon Recap
The annual Spring Membership Meeting and Luncheon on March 7 was such a lovely occasion! It was
also yet another opportunity to showcase our incredibly talented TGC members. The table centerpieces
were made by each of the Circles in the Garden Club. The donated Opportunity Drawing prizes were
awesome and raised much- needed funds for the Garden Center. The originally scheduled speaker was
unable to attend, but we were fortunate to have a talented, informative, funny and completely delightful
speaker from the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Gina Jogan. Gina gave a thoroughly entertaining
presentation on making designs with natural materials.

Jane Driggers is known for her
creative and loveable “critters” that
are perfect for all the holidays. A
portion of her proceeds benefits TGC.

Saima Furiato shows the lovely
handmade items at her “pop-up” shop
(formerly the TGC Garden Shop
located in the Garden Center).

Libby Penrod and several other
dedicated ladies offer lovely
handmade items for the “A Bag
for Hope” project.

These are some of the designs that our speaker, Gina Jogan. made for us at the meeting. To save time, she
had all the basic structure in place and just added the live flowers and greenery to complete the arrangements.
The blue and pink backdrops behind the arrangements above were added to add emphasis and interest, and
were interchangeable.
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March Horticulture Program Photos

Trevor Hylton was our
speaker on “herbs”

A packed house is always a nice thing to see!
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Nahla Bitar with a
flowering exhibit

Junior Gardening Photos
These photos were intended to accompany Chris Parrish’s Junior Gardening Report last
month but there wasn’t room. We always need to remember Junior Gardening - it is so
beneficial to our community and kick-starts kids’ interest in gardening at an early age.
We sponsor, volunteer and help maintain gardens at Kate Sullivan, School of Arts and
Sciences, Gilchrist, Betton School, and Hawks Rise. If this important service project is
calling your name, contact Chris Parrish at palomita@comcast.net for more information.

TGC-Sponsored Travel Opportunities
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